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For the Spiritual Age. 


WESTMINSTER REVIEW ON SPIRITUALISM. 
l BY ALVIN STURTEVANT. 

It is a remarkable fact in the history of modern Spiritual- 
isħ, that, while its phenomena have fallen under the observa- 
tion\pf millions in all parts of the world,—while believers in 
the verity and importance of its revelations have increased in 
numbers and influence with unparalleled rapidity,—while op- 
position to it has been virulent, persistent and sare 
while the popular mind, on both sides of the Atlantic, has 
been unmistakably against it, though yielding slowly and sure- 
‘ly,—the acknuwledged leaders of the public mind, both in lit- 
erature and science, have given it, thus far, comparatively lit- 
tle attention. Whenever an organ of the “powers that be” 
of public opinion ventures to speak of the subject, it is in a 
tone of flippancy and ridicule, betraying an ignorance as to 
the scope and nature of the manifestations, which is really 
amusing to one well-informed on the subject. There are ex- 
ceptions, but those exceptions seem to be characterized by a 
disposition to avoid, by special pleading, the legitimate conclu- 
sions to which the premises would lead,—to deny the facts,— 
to seize hold of and lay stress upon facts and circumstances 
capable of being made to appear ridiculous,—in fine, to shelter 
their authors in any way, and behind any theory, that promises 
to afford a plausible though temporary refuge. 


The Westminster Review seems to be of this latter class. 

The author of the article entitled “Spirits and Spirit-rap- 
ping,” in No. 135 (Janaury,-1858,) of that able Quarterly, 
has evidently read much of the literature of Spiritualism, and, 
if we may be allowed to judge from his article, to little pur- 
pose. He details many particulars of the manifestations, de- 
rived from various works on the subject, throws no doubt upon 
the general character and credibility of the witnesses, but con- 
cludes their testimony worthless on very singular grounds. 
He regards the whole matter in the light of a wonderful psy- 
chological marvel, chiefly valuable to science as an exhibition 
of epidemic delusion, and expresses great wonder at what, to 
one conversant with the facts in the case, is assuredly no sub- 
ject of wonder; namely, that the various so-called “ expo- 
sures” and * explanations” of the matter have had little or 
no effect in checking the progress of what he characterizes as 
a “disease,” an “epidemic,” and a “ delusion.” We are 
sorry to say that he has, in his presentation of facts, been 
guilty of garbling the statements of works he has read, of 
misrepresenting facts, and of placing almost everything rela- 
ting to the subject capable of being so placed, in a false light; 
betraying throughout a purpose, not to develop the truth, but 
to overthrow, as far as possible, and by almost every means, 
the idea of the reality of the phenomena. 
_ One word as to the so-called “exposures” of Spiritualism. 
They have failed, as all such must fail; because, however ap- 
plicable they may be to some cases, where imposture may be 
and probably is practised, the same manifestations occur in 
situations and under circumstances utterly precluding the pos- 
sibility of fraud; because tests are given that are out of the 
power of any mortal to give; and because it is easily shown, 
by renewed experiments, that there can be no foundation in 
the hypotheses on which these “ exposures” are based. 


The reviewer seems to regard the evidences he thinks Spi- 


States towards the establishment of a new religious faith,” as 
the chief point of interest in ‘the mental epidemic,” as he 
terms the new movement. He deems that the opportunity of 
establishing such a faith, afforded by Spiritualism, was its 
chief attraction to such men as Governor Tallmadge and Dr. 
We leave those who know these gentlemen better than 
we do to speak positively on this point; but certainly neither 
of them has said or done anything, to our knowledge, to war- 
rant such a conclusion. However, by dexterous misrepresenta- 
tions of portions of Dr. Hare’s book, he makes that supposi- 
tion seem more plausible in his case, and thereupon assumes 
what nobody this side of the Atlantic has thought of for a 
moment; namely, that Dr. Hare is to be regarded as the lead-. 
er of American Spiritualism! He is not so in any sense. 
Highly as we value the record of Dr. Hare’s experimental in- 
vestigation of the subject, much as we admire” his acquire- 
ments, and respect his candor and moral courage in coming 
before the public with his convictions, we cannot concede to 
him what we feel sure he will not claim for himself, and what 
no one of his friends claims for him—the leadership of Amer- 
ican Spiritualism. It has no leader. It has prominent men, 


««* * * But what is certain is, first, that in the United States, 
Protestantism, more unhampered by laws and institutions than in 
England, and not engrossed by the old duel with Romanism, being left 
free to act, is manifesting on an imposing scale a tendency to throw off 
its allegiance to Christianity’?! 


After these specimens of the writer's profound knowledge 
of what he is writing about, need we wonder at his other 
absurdities ? 

We pass by the flippant remarks of the reviewer concern- 
ing Swedenborg as needing little comment. 
pose him ignorant of the fact, coming to us vouched for by the 
renowned German philosopher, Emanuel Kant that Sweden- 
borg, in 1759, at Gottenburg, described a fire at Stockholm, 
three hundred miles distant, during its progress. Such testi- 
mony in regard to the gifts of that remarkable man seems 
conclusive, and, we doubt not, with an unprejudiced mind, it 
would have some weight. 


We cannot sup- 


It is not common for ‘amiable lu- 
natics,” such as the reviewer intimates Swedenborg to have 
been, to perform such feats. 

But not the least amusing feature in the article is the fact 
that it is not throughout consistent with itself. This, however, 
is of small importance. As some one has well said, the oppo- 
sition to Spiritualism has “ never been reducible to a common 
term,” or made consistent even with itself, to say nothing of 
the phenomena. In one place the writer says that “fraud, 
jugglery, actual insanity, excited vanity, and a morbid love of 
the marvelous, are the chief ingredients in the cauldron.” 
Elsewhere he endorses Prof. Faraday’s exploded theory of 
table-moving, and roundly berates a gentleman of high ac- 
quirements (Rev. S. R. Maitland, D. D., F. R. S. and F. S. A.,) 
for showing (what was plain without showing), that it did not 
wccount for the facts. 

We find a complacent statement incidentally made in the 
article, which is perhaps worthy of a moment’s attention. It 
is this: that faith in Spiritualism involves “the renunciation 
of our past belief in those recognized and accepted laws of 
nature which experience and science have revealed.” Nothing 
could be further from the truth than this. A belief in Spirit- 
ualism involves no denial of any of the “accepted and re- 
ceived laws of nature.” No such conclusion in this case could 
be any more legitimate than it would be in the case of any 
new discovery in science. The laws governing spiritual inter- 
course not only do not conflict with other natural laws, but 
they harmonize perfectly with them, in every particular. 

The writer in the Review was shrewd enough to perceive 
that any attempt to explain away the manifestations by refer- 
ring them to “ Od Force” or “the Devil,” was fatally weak ; 
it is much to be regretted that he failed to see that the alter- 
native of denying their existence altogether was weaker. and 
more puerile still. The way he manages to get over the evi- 
dence is one of the curiosities of controversial literature, and 
a thorough specimen of speciul pleading. We give it as an 
ingenious and convenient method of escaping from any point 
when too hard pressed by the evidence. After discussing at 
some length the “ New Motive Power” claimed to have been 
revealed by spirits to certain Spiritualists in Massachusetts, 
and of which much was said a few years since, he says: 

“In a word, throughout the whole series of the marvels there is not 
a single one which rests on more positive, more weighty and more un- 
exceptionable evidence than this; and since the staunchest believers 
and most influential champions of the movement reject such testimony 
as inconclusive in this case, there is of course not the shadow of a rea- 
son why testimony never better, in general incomparably worse, should 
be tendered, or accepted, as conclusive, or even worthy of attention, in 


any other. Could the spirit of the illustrious Hobson be consulted, he 
must inevitably answer in his old stern way, ‘This or none;’ and since 


Mr. Capron ridicules the idea of our accepting this, we cheerfully sub- | 


mit to the other alternative of accepting none.” 


This seems to be the key-stone of the reviewer’s argument— 
the point whereon turns the whole tenor of his very lengthy 
article. Let us see if the evidences of the other manifesta- 
tions are no better than that relied on for this. The evidence 
cited amounts to this (quoted from E. W. Capron’s ‘“ Modern 
Spiritualism: its Facts and Fanaticisms, its Consistencies and 


Contradictions”): ‘ That quite a number of persons of great 


intelligence, candor and unimpeachable character fully be- | 


lieved” in the wonderful “ New Motive Power!” 


The writer of that article knows, or ought to know, before 
presuming to write dogmatically upon such a subject, that the 
leading phenomena of Spiritualism are repeated daily, in the 


the acutest minds of the age have given in their adhesion to 
it—that all who have examined the subject experimentally, 


been relieved of the necessity of taking the testimony of any 
one less “ sane,” less critical, or less learned than himself, with 
respect to some, at least, cf the wonderful phenomena.* It so 
happens, fortunately, that this thing is not wholly a matter of 
history; the whole question may yet be examined by the pro- 
foundest learning, with the advantage of presence at the oc- 
currence of all, or nearly all, the varieties of phenomena that 
have taken place anywhere. 


But if the testimony of such men as Dr. Hare, Judge Ed- 
monds, N. P. Tallmadge and others known as able, conscien- 
tious and highly educated persons before the advent of the 
new movement, is to go for nought,—nay more, if the fact 
that these manifestations occur alinost everywhcre,—that in 
every community persons may be found whose character is 
above suspicion, and who can testify to the occurrence of the 
facts, is to be set aside, we may as well give over the attempt 
to establish anything upon merely human testimany. It would 
be impossible to find evidence sufficient to satisfy the deter- 
mined caviler, seeing that men have sometimes been wonder- 
fally deceived. ` Í 

But an admission made by the writer in the Review and 
heretofore quoted in the Spiritual Age, is a complete answer 
to the remainder of the article; inasmuch as we must suppose, 
in the absence of any evidence upon the subject, that the per- 
sons alluded to are equally capable with the reviewer of dis- 
tinguishing truth from falsehood; and, by his own showing, 
they possess at least this advantage over him—they are experi- 
mentally investigating the whole matter. It is curious, too, 
to note, that while the reviewer Cenies the reality of the phe- 
nomena testified to by such a “cloud of witnesses,” he should 
in an unlucky sentence admit the possibility of their ‘reproduc. 
tion. Hesays: 

‘e*# * * We shall be much in error if we suppose that table-turn- 
ing, or that gYoup of asserted phenomena which, in this country, is 
embodied under that name, and which in America assumes the loftier 
title of Spiritualism, in ceasing to occupy the attention of the public 
generally, has also ceased to occupy the attention of every part of it. 
The fact is very much otherwise. Our readers would be very much as- 
tonished were we to lay before them the names of several of those who 
are unflinching believers in 4t, or are devoting themselves to the study 
or reproduction of its marvels. Not only does it survive, but it sur- 
vives with all the stimulating attractiveness of a secret PEER Until 
the public mind in England shall be prepared to receive it, or until the 
evidence can be put into a shape to enforce general conviction, the plan 
is to nurse it in quiet and enlarge the circle of its influence by a sys- 
tem of noiseless extension. Whether this policy will be successful re- 
mains to be scen; but there can be no doubt that, should ever the time 
arrive for a revival of the movement, the persons at its head would be 
men and women whose intellectual qualifications are known to the pub- 
lic, and who possess its confidence and esteem.”’ 


The italics above are our own. 

The article closes with a solemn rebuke at that intellectual 
training which leads men to believe without evidence and to 
assent without inquiry. However appropriate this may be to 
some classes of people, it certainly cannot be applicable to the 
great majority of Spiritualists. No set of men of equal num- 
bers ever investigated any new subject with greater circum- 
spection, more cautious criticism, or a purer regard for the 
truth than they have; and never, in like circumstances, have 
more conclusive and convincing proofs of the verity of their 
conclusions been given, in an equal time, by investigators in 
any other field. 

In the whole history of this movement, as well as in every 
other, we see renewed evidence of the fact that every new doc- 
tine must fight its way into public regard and acceptance by 
virtue of its inherent truth, if it have any. It must be sub- 
jected to the closest scrutiny, the severest criticism and the 
most scarching investigation. And it speaks strongly for 
Spiritualism that such able men as write the articles in the 
Westminster Review can find no better ground on which to 
condemn it,—that the most that can be said against it is based 
upon such frail foundations. And what a celebrated British 
writer has said, in defending a different doctrine from the as- 
saults of scientific men, is so applicable to the writer in the 
Westminster Review, as well as to the Harvard Professors 
and others who, on like grounds and for like reasons, oppose 
Spiritualism, that we deem no other apology necessary for its 
insertion here. 


« After discussing the whole arguments on both sides in so ample a 
manner, it may hardly be necessary to advert to the objection arising 


: from the mere fact that nearly all the scientific men are opposed to the 
presence of hundreds and thousands of persons; that some of, 


i avail with many minds, it ought not to be entirely passed over. 


thoroughly and candidly, have been forced to admit, not from ` 


“ second-hand testimony,” but from the testimony of the sen- 


_ men possessing talents and information. 


ses, that they were unable to account for the phenomena by | 


referring them to other than spiritual causes. The « New 


and Dr. Hare is one of them; but neither general organiza- 
tion nor leadership in any sense. Of the same character is 
the statement made in the same article that Laroy Sunderland 
is the leading Spiritualist of Boston. i 


The reviewer makes another amusing blunder, which we feel 
gure American Christians, particularly the self-styled “ evan- 
gelical” ‘churches, will consider decidedly complimentary. It 


Pi 


a 


Motive Power” never was subjected to any such scrutiny ; nor 
have those connected with that affair ever been in a condition 
to invite it. How far they have been deceived matters not; 
these other m&nifestations—many of them at least—might 
have been witnessed by even the learned author of the article 


in question, with less trouble and expense than it probably ; 


theory. * * * As this objection, however, is one likely to be of some 
IfI 
did not think there were reasons independent of the judgment for the 
scientific class coming so generally to this conclusion, I might feel the 
more embarrassed in presenting myself in direct opposition to so many 
As the case really stands, the 
ability of this class to give a true response upon such a subject appears 
extremely challengeable. It is no discredit to them that they are al- 
most without exception, engaged, each in his own little department of 
science, and able to give little or no attention to other parts of that 


* We would take the liberty to add that the question in regard to the “New Motive 
Power” was not one of fact, but simply of opinion, or inference. The occurrence 
of certain phenomena in the case has never been in dispute, but merely their sources, 
significance and use. If those who believed iu it were wholly at fault in their infer- 


ences or expectations, (which we think they do not admit to this day,) this by no 


. . | i i eg į i i J i 
caused him to procure and read through the books, the titles 7~™e2"s invalidates their testimony as to any fact in the case. Hence the reviewer's 


sophistry, hinging as it does mainly on this point, is of the shallowest kind.—Eps. 


of which grace the head of his article. He would thus have! acs. 


TERMS, TWO DOLLARS A YEAR, IN ADVANCE. TA 
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vast field. From year to year, and from age to age, we see them at 
work, adding no doubt much to the known, and advancing many im- 


portant interests, but at the same time doing little for the establish- ; 


ment of comprehensive views of nature. Experiments in however nar- 
row a walk, facts of whatever minuteness, make reputation in scientific 
societies;—all beyond is regarded with suspicion and distrust The 
consequence is, that philosophy, as it exists among us, does nothing to 
raise its votaries above the common ideas of their time. There can, 
therefore, be nothing more conclusive against our hypothesis in the 
disfavor of the scientific class than in that of any other section of un- 
educated men. There is even less; for the position of scientific men 
with regard to the rest of the public is such, that they are rather eager 
to repudiate than to embrace general views, seeing how unpopular 
these usually are. The reader may here be reminded that there is 
such a thing in human nature as coming to venerate the prejudices 
which we are compelled to treat tenderly, because it is felt to be better 
to be consistent at the sacrifice of even judgment and conscience, than 
to have a war always going on between the cherished and the avowed. 
Accordingly, in the case of a particular doctrine, which, however un- 
justly, is regarded as having an obnoxious tendency, it is not surpri- 
sing that scientific men view it with not less hostility than the common 
herd. For the very purpose of maintaining their own respect in the 
concessions they have to make, they naturally wish to find all possible 
objections to any such theory, * * * exaggerating every difficulty in 
its way, rejecting, wherever they can, the evidence in its favor, and 
extenuating what they cannét reject; in short, taking all the well-rec- 
ognized means which have been so often employed to keep back ad- 
vancing truths. If this looks like special pleading, I can only call 
upon the reader to bring to his remembrance the impressions which 
have been usually made upon him by the transactions of learned socie- 
ties, and the pursuits of individual men of science. Did he not always 
feel that, while there were laudable industry and zeal, there was also 
an intellectual timidity rendering all the results philosophically barren? 
Perhaps a more lively illustration of their deficiency in the life and 
soul of nature-seeking could not be found than the view which Sir 
John Herschel gives of the uses of science, in a treatise reputed one of 
the most philosophical ever produced in our country. These uses, ac- 
cording to the learned knight, are strictly material—it might even be 
said sordid—namely: ‘to show us how to avoid attempting impossibili- 
ties—to secure us from attempting what is, in itself, possible, by means 
either inadequate or actually opposite to the end in view,—to enable us 
to accomplish our ends in the easiest, shortest, most economical and 
most effectual manner,—to induce us to attempt, and enable us to ac- 
complish objects which, but for such knowledge, we should never have 
thought of attempting.’ Such results, it may be felt, may occasionally 
be important in saving a country gentleman from a hopeless mining 
speculation, or adding to the profits and powers of an iron foundry or 
a cotton-mill, but nothing more. When the awaking and craving mind 
asks what science can do for us in explaining the great ends of the 
Author of Nature, and our relations to Him, to time and to eternity, 
the man of science turns to his collection of shells and butterflies, to 
his electrical machine, or his retort, and is ss mute as a child, who, 
sporting on the beach, is asked what lands lie beyond the great ocean 
which stretches before him.”’ Pa 
Mapisos, N. Y., April, 1858. z, 
ae 
For the Spiritual Age. 
FROM SPIRIT-LAND. 
The winds may bear o’er Alpine snows 
The fragrant breath of Cashmere’s rose, 
All the perfume of Gilead’s balms, 
The rustling sounds of waving palms, 
The silvery ring of waterfall, 
The chime of bells, the muezzin’s call, 
The deep, wild chant of stormy seas, 
The drowsy hum of golden bees, 
The lowing of the pastured kine, 
The wild, sweet sighs of mountain pine; 
All the perfume that winds may bear 
From wood, or field, or flowers rare, 
All the sweet sounds of echoing earth, 
The glad songs round your evening hearth;— | 
But never o’er this bridge of gloom, 
This century-piled wall of doom, 
Can we bring bud or floweret fair, 
Like those which bind our foreheads here, 
And word and song may never tell 
How all our airs with music swell, 
How all the loves that bless your earth, 
* Are purified through spirit-birth. 
L. A. MILLINGTON. 
THE WANTS OF THE AGE. 
What wants the age? Heart-earnest men 
To spread the truth, the truth defend; r 
Such on the earth we need again 
As God in ancient times did send; 
Men reckless or of wealth or fame, 
Of ignominy, scorn or shane, 
The stake, the faggot, or the flame; 
Their only object God, and truth their only aim. 


What wants the age? Heaven-given powers, 
The seeds of discord to remove; 
To make this dial earth of ours 
A scene of aye-increasing love. 
To banish hatred, strife and feud, 
And Error’s evil-bringing brood; 
To gain the pure, the true, the good, 
To join our struggling race in one great brotherhood. 
i> 
Religious tolerance will, probably, come last in the progress 
of civilization; for, in those Interests which search deepest, 
the weeds of prejudice have struck deepest, too.—Channing. 
———_——_——_r- oe 
In one view, insanity is not so great an evil as the prostra- 


tion of reason to a religious sect or a religious chief. 


> oo 
Scerates, when asked what was the best mode of gaiting a | 
į lapse into a hideous deformity .”——Boston Post. 


high reputation, replied,—' To be what you appear to be.” 


For the Spiritual Age. 
SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA NOT NEW. 


A CLERGYMAN’S EXPERIENCE, 


From the earliest period of my recollection I have been the 
subject of an influence or state that is called by some waking 
clairvoyance. The discovering of super-mundane forms at 
first frightened me. Being but a small boy, and never having 
anything of that species of spirit-manifestations, I was alarmed. 
But after a little experience, it became one of my sources of 
private enjoyment; and I often retired before the other mem- 
bers of the family, that in my quiet bed-chamber I might wit- 
ness the presentments of various human forms and other phe- 
nomena, that usually were apparent distinctly to my view 
while I was awake and my eyes open. 

Those who experience these manifestations well know the 
difference between them and the productions of imagination, 
which some seem disposed to think they are, merely. 

The reason of these infantile (or, to say the least, juvenile) 
exercises in my case, I now suppose to be that my spirit-friends 
found in me an organization that could be developed for after 
use, and seized the earliest opportunity to give my young and 
yielding brain such a direction as suited their purpose. Those 
exercises have been of incalculable worth to me, by way of 
preparing me for the scenes of my afterlife; and I have cause 
to be thankful that the kind hand of these super-mundanes was 
thus early laid upon me. A 

In 1821, when I was about twenty years of age, I experi- 
enced what is called conversion, or being reclaimed from a 
backslidden state. At that time I saw more spirits in human 
form and in a.perfectly clear moonlight evening, than I have 
seen since being what is now called a medium, and they are 
many. For months I was in the daily habit of conversing 
audibly with spirits. My conversation was more frequent 
with the than with mortals, and understood as clearly as any 
human language would be. I understood them to be spirits, 
but do mpt know that I once thought whether they were or 
were not the spirits of “ the dead,” so termed. 

In 1822 I joined the New England Conference of the 
M. E. Church, and for about twenty-five years, either in a 
traveling or local relation, I preached morc or less in Massa- 
chusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, and after- 
wards as an evangelist: in the Wesleyan Methodist connexion 
in Vermont and Eastern New York. 

During those periods I sometimes related my experience as 
given above, and know the reception it met with at that time. 
It was not called deception; it was not called the works of 
the Devil. Very different from this. It was regarded with 
admiration, and as being not only possible, but most highly 
desirable. Some were discouraged by it, and would feel as if 
they could not be Christians because they could not have such 
presentments made to them; and it was often said that if 
they could experience such things they should never doubt 
that they were really converted, &c. 

On account of this state of fecling I often forebore to speak 
of the matter, lest some should be made faint-hearted thereby. 
My common course was to teach that we were just as much in 
a spirit-world as we ever should be,—that if the scales were 
to fall from our eyes we should cry out as did one anciently, 
«The chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof,’ —that the 
very air was full of spirit-beings about us, and that evil and 
good ones sought to exert their influence upon us,—that they 
were constantly crossing each otber’s lines or currents of influ- 
ence, with which we were constantly coming in contact, and 
that in intercepting those lines the greatest possible care was 
indispensable, if we would avoid contamination,—that we 
must live in the pure, the high, the holy atmosphere of godli- 
ness, as pur only shield, &c. 

To my certain knowledge, when such ideas were advanced, 
they received much applause from the religious world. The 
very classes who now denounce spiritual manifestations as the 
work of the Devil, of seducing spirits, &c., did then regard 
the self-same theory as the truth of God anda great blessing 
to the receiver. 

Now I wish to ask, Who is it that has turned this moral 
somerset? Is it those who still cling to the good old doctrine 
of spirit-manifestations, or is it such churchmen as have for- 
gotten their first love—lost the spirit which giveth life and de- 
pend on the letter which killeth? Let the candid answer. 


Yours for Truth, HERSCHEL Foster. 


individuality. 

The tendency of social intercourse, especially in the world 
of fashion, is, by knocking off the angles of character, and 
polishing away striking personal traits, to reduce men to & 
tame and monotonous uniformity. This is why “low life” is 
so much more interesting in novels than the “high life” of 
courts and aristocratic circles. What a gentleman once said 
of Japan blacking, is often true of social forms and a rigid 
etiquette:—It makes a handsome surface, but it ruins the 
leather.” We quite agree with a recent essayist, who Ba ySs— 
«if it were not for some singular people who persist łn think- 
ing for themselves, and in being comfortable, we should all col- 
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INVESTIGATOR’S EXPLANATION. 
Our readers will remember that in the AcE of January 


9th, last, we published-a communication over the signature of | 
“Investigator,” detailing some phenomena which the writer | 


had witnessed in his own house, through the mediumship of H. 
P. Fairfield. At the close, the writer, who was skeptical as 
to spirit-agency in the occurrences, promised in a future 
communication to “explain” these phenomena, so far as he 
was able. 
from the same. writer, giving his views of the rappings and 
physical manifestations only, which were but a small part 


of what he had described as occurring under his notice. | 
What he had before termed “the most inexplicable phenom- | 


ena of Spiritualism” were left untouched. Supposing that our 
correspondent intended to go forward and give the more im- 


portant part of his “ explanation,” we laid the article aside | 


until the remainder should come to hand, that we might pre- 
sént the whole to our readers together, with appropriate com- 
ments. Nothing further, however, has been received; but, 
dare publish the ‘‘explanation,” through fear of damage to 
our theory ! 
world the benefit of the following expose—leaving the reader 
to judge whether we need feel any special trepidation in so 
doing: 

Mnr. Epiror:—Laroy Sunderland, in ‘Problems for Spiritualists,” 


published some time sincein the ‘* Boston Investigator,” says: 
question now before the community for solution is not so much in re- 


A few weeks subsequently, we received an article | 


In this state of the case, we hasten to give the | i . xk : 
' graph, it cannot of itself originate and communicate messages ; 


; ered rather low. 


è na B : : isi rening mi S t i 
instead, an intimation has been conveyed to us that we did not | this intervening element between mind and grosser matter can 


' act intelligently, except as it is acted upon, employed and 


* . 
the quotation he has introduced from Mr. Sunderland, which | 
implies that “the reliability of communications” from spirits | 


is“ the peculiar theory of Spiritualism.” This is a great mis- 
take. 
Spiritualist who accepts such a theory. 
the Spiritualism of Mr. Sunderland, it certainly never was 
ours. 

But to the “explanation.” Our correspondent need not 


have wasted a moment’s time in citing authorities to prove 


If such was once 


that spirits, either embodied or disembodied, use some inter- ; 


vening element in acting on grosser‘matter, whether within or 
without the living body of man. We know of nobody who 
questions this fact. It matters not in the least whether that 
element ig called nerve-fluid, spiritualized electricity, magnet- 
(Thesé latter terms mean nothing more than 
simply spirit or spiritual emanations, being, as we understand, 
allied to or derived from the ancient Scandinavian word Odin, 
and Saxon Woden, which terms were applied to God, the 
Universal Spirit.) 

It is questionable, however, whether the odyle of Reichen- 
bach, (or rather the luminous emanations which his and other 
clairvoyants have perceived issuing from various mineral and 
vegetable substances, and from animal and human bodies,) is 
one identical fluid in all cases. On the contrary, it evidently 
differs with every different object or body whence it proceeds. 
Nor is there any proof that this intervening element, by what- 
ever name called, has zz ditself the qualities of a force, in the 
sense that it can of itself originate any sudden and rapid mo- 
tion, and propagate the same to ponderable bodies ;—much 
less, that it has the attributes of intellect, will and conscious- 
If it is a force having 


ism, od or odyle. 


ness, Which pertain to mind in action. 
these attributes, then it is a living being—a mighty Universal 
Spirit, and should be called either God or Devil—most prop- 
erly the latter, since its reputation for veracity must be consid- 
We think no sensible man will claim that 


«directed by mind. Like the electricity of the common tele- 


' but, these, whenever communicated, prove the action and di- 


‘The | 


spect to the fact as to whether spirits do communicate to mortals or ' 


snot; but it is in respect to the grade of spirits which thus operate on’ 5 tion The real actor must know that he is acting,—in all cases 
the nervous systems of the mediums. We admit the facts of spiritual | i intellect is displayed 
origin, bat deny the peculiar theory of Spiritualism, which affirms the , Waere intellect 18 -C1splayed: 


reliability of communications made in this way.” Another writer-- 
Dr. Hammett—in the same paper, says: ‘Miraculous events, like 
those of Christianity and Spiritualism, are so infinitely improbable, 
that we have sufficient ground for the knowledge that those who testify 
to such events, are either swayed by credulity or have been induced to 
attempt wilful deception.” And again he says: ‘*Itis perfectly safe 
to trust to the uniformity of Nature. I should be willing to stake my 
life that a table cannot be moved in the manner that you allege, with- 
out contact.’’ 
much, the other too little. One realizes the phenomenal facts, but un- 
spirits, The other resolutely shuts his eyes and ears to all evidence 
against his preconceived idea of the ‘‘uniformity of Nature,” satis- 
fied that Hume is right on miracles, and the only way to explain is to 


deny. i 
Now, in my case, I must admit most of the so-called spiritual mani- 


festations to be facts, but am compelled to deny that they are anything 
else than the result of mundane causes, in nowise connected with the 


Both are in opposition to Spiritualism; one believes too ; 


spirits of the dead. For this opinion I claim no originality, but must . 
give full credit to Dr. Rogers in his valuable work on ‘* Philosophy of ' 


Mysterious Agents, as having indicated the path to the solution of . 


these mysteries—most of his views being confirmed by my own experi- 
ence of five years with the spirits. 

It is admitted by philosophical Spiritualists that the ‘* rappings,’’ as 
well as most of the physical manifestations, are made by the spirits 
through the medium of a physical agent in Nature, known as the 
nerve-fluid, or odyle, in a manner analogous to the action of the em- 
bodied mind upon the same fluid in the living body. Mr. Fishbough, in 


4 


' Ing messages, or send one of his own if he pleases. 


his work, ‘‘Macrocosm and Microcusm,’’ page 107, refers to this, 


** odic-element’’ as the general connecting link between mind and mat- ' 


ter. Judge Edmonds, in his introduction to Vol. lst of ‘* Spiritual- 
ism,” page 40, says that in answer to his inquiries of the spirits, as 
to what book he should read to assist him to the required knowledge of 
the physical agent made use of by the spirits, he was referred to Von 


Reichenbach’s Dynamics of Magnetism (a book he had never heard of ` 


befure), and was ‘* given to understand’? that the Od or odic-force was 
the power used by the spiritsin the manifestations. Governor Tall- 


madge, in his letter to Hon. James P. Simmons, to be found in appen- . ae $ 
' successfully. This illustration followed out, sufficiently ex- 


dix to the same volume, says that Reichenbach proves ‘‘ conclusively”? 
the discovery of a new element, ‘‘ Od or odic-force,’’ and that it may 
be presumed that it enters‘in some sort into the manifestations. An- 


drew Jackson Davis, in his ‘* Present Age and Inner Life,” article ` 
‘* How to obtain Physical Evidences,’’ page 77, says: “This element į 


will soon saturate the table, penetrate its fibres and scams, forming thus 
the mensiruum for the physical manifestations as exhibited in the ac- 
tion of mind upon the muscles, through the agency of the magnetism 
which continuously pervades and penetrates them.’’ 

I might go on and prove from the published testimony of leading 
Spiritualists, that spirits make use of a physical element pervading na 
ture in its animate and inanimate forms, asa medium of communica- 
tion with mortals, I do not hesitate to avow that there isa true phi- 
losophy in this idea of disembodied spirits using such a medium, provi- 
ded they exist. i 

Now let us see, by reference to a certain class of facts very common 
in circles, —examples of which I will not take time to bring up in de- 
tail from my own experience, which has been confirmatory and conclu- 
sive, but refer the reader to Dr. Rogers’ ‘* Philosophy of Mysterious 
Agenta,” and ‘“ Mahan’s Modern Mysteries,’’—if it can be possible 
that a departed spirit, standing outside and independent of the living 
body of man, can be so completely under the control of embodied 
minds as is represented to have been the case in more than fifty in- 
stances particularly described in these books. Most of the cases to 
which I refer have been in connection with rapping media, who, as a 
~ class, would seem less likely to be sensitive to surrounding influences 
than others. I cannot believe that the agent producing the raps is in- 
dependent of the living body, because: 

lst, The raps are often made at the will of the medium or some other 
person or persons. 

2d, The communications partake of the prevailing idea which hap- 
pens to be dominant at the time in the mind of the medium, or of 
those who are in mental rapport. 

3d, In no case, within my experience of five years, and an acquain- 
tance with some of the best rapping media in the country, have I suc- 

ceeded in getting a “truthful response where the answer was not 
known either to the medium, myself, or some one in the circle; and in 
this connection I would say. that the instances in the experience of oth- 
ers contrary to mine, are so few, as to be explainable by the known 
laws of embodied mind. 

I ask the candid Spiritualist to read a case in Mrs. Crowe's *‘ Night 
Side of Nature,” page 884, and also Dr. Kerner’s account of the 
*« Seeress of Prevost,” to be found in Rogers’ Book, Part Ist, Chap. 

4th; and in the same book p. 310, a case where ‘the raps were made at 
will; and p. 228, a case where a rapping medium was thoroughly 
cured of the disease by a powerful sedative given by the attending 
physician. Let him also read the 4th Section of Mahan's Modern 
Mysteries, from page 152 to 248, and he will find more than fifty il- 
lustrations of the truth of the position that the manifestations cannot 


be the work of disembodied spirits, but the result of causes closely | 


linked in with and inser arable from the living organization of man. 
January 26, 1858: INVESTIGATOR. 


Before proceeding to examine our correspondent’s argument, 
we deem it proper to correct an important error involved in 


rection of some mind, And as minds cannot be supposed to 
put forth the power and skill necessary to construct such mes- 
sages as are often communicated, and to transmit the same by 
raps, tips, or other movements, without knowing it, these phe- 


nomena cannot be rationally attributed to vnconscious mental 


If, then, no mind in the body is 
conscious of originating and directing the motions expressive 
of intelligence in a given case, every logical person must at- 
tribute them to a mind owt of the body—that is, a spirit— 
and this is the source which the phenomena themselves persist- 
ently claim, when allowed to tell their own story. 

In view of these principles, so plain as to seem self-evident 
toany well-balanced mind, what does the reasoning of our 


correspondent amount to? Itis but a feeble repetition of 


| what we have had long ago from Rogers, Mahan and a thous- 
der the influence of Swedenborg is pathetized into a conviction of evil į 


and lesser lights ; and the futility of which has been again and 
again exhibited, even to weariness. 

The fact that minds in the body can influence or control this 
intermediate element, so as to make raps at will in some cases, 
or to prevent or determine the responses in others, by no means 
indicates that “departed spirits are completely under the con- 
trol of embodied minds.” It only shows that this intervening 
element is subject to mental influence—as of course it must 
be, else the disembodied cannot use it. An electrician living 
on the line of the electric telegraph can attach his own private 
battery to the wire if he chooses, and thus interrupt the pass- 
A thun- 
der-cloud along the line will disturb communication, and some- 
times send powerful charges over the wire, but it cannot send 
messages, for these require the action of mind. This merely 
shows that the instrumentality of communication by telegraph 
is subject to electrical influence from any source, and may be 
used by all who know how to use it—not that the proper ope- 
rator, “standing outside and independent of” the supposed in- 
terferer, or the thunder-cloud, is “ completely under the con- 
trol” of either. So the mental telegraph, whether communi- 
cating by raps, tips, or any other method, is subject to mental 
influence, and must be insulated or Zet alone in order to work 


plains all difficultics of the class referred to by our corres- 
pondent. By the application of a little practical common 
sense, they vanish at once. 

Let us now look at his three reasons. We would offset 
these by counter statements from our own experience, as fol- 
lows: 

Ist. The raps, ete., are often mude contrary to the will and 
expectations of the medium and all other persons present in 
the body. Wej have often tried, but never succeeded in con- 
trolling them. l 

2d. The communications are frequently opposed to the pre- 
vailing ideas of all visibly present. 

3d. In many cases truthful responses are given, or state- 
ments volunteered, beyond the knowledge of any person in the 
circle. 

And we would add another and very important statement, 
viz: 

Ath. 
when allowed to tell their own story without inteference, 
claim to proceed: from disembodied spirits. ‘Nature tells 


In all cases within our knowledge, the phenomena, 


no lies.” 

Now, we are obliged to believe in accordance with our ex- 
perience; and we find no fault with our correspondent for dis- 
believing according to Azs experience. We can only say that if 
his investigations for five years have furnished him nothing 
beyond what he has indicated, he has been, as compared with 
ourself, singularly unfortunate; and his “ explanations” make 
no approach to accounting for the phenomena which we and 
thousands of others are privileged almost daily to witness. 

We presume most “candid Spiritualists” are already ac- 
quainted with all the facts from Mrs. Crowe, Dr. Kerner, 
Rogers, Mahan, and others referred to in our correspondent’s 
last paragraph—have thoroughly weighed their import—and, 
with us, have found them to be not of the slighest moment 
against the spiritual theory, when this has been once estab- 
lished by adequate evidences. On the contrary, they all ei- 
ther go to confirm it, or are readily explainable in accordance 
with it. i 

If Mademoiselle Emmerich, when ina diseased physical 
condition, was able to impart electrical shocks at will, what 
does this prove as regards mediums who are in ħealth, and 
who have no such power—whose organisms give forth no elec- 
trical shocks, and who can neither produce nor control the raps 
made in their presence? If Frederica Hauffe could at will make 
raps at a distance from herself, by a great and exhausting effort, 
how docs this explain cases where they occur without or against 


We do not kuow of a single intelligent or rational | 
‘eathartics and sedatives has had the effect to put.a stop to 


will, and without effort or exhaustion on the part of any human 
being in the flesh, and yet manifesting intellect, will, conscious- 
ness, affection, and other mental attributes, together with the 
claim to a spirit-origin? If the administration of powerful 


the rappings in any case, this shows merely that the drugs ad- 
ministered so changed the physical condition, and consequently 
the spiritual or odylic emanations of the person, that the right 
sort of element to be used in the production of raps ceased to 
be supplied by the organism. And fifty or fifty thousand in- 
stances of imperfect or uncertain phenomena, mixed up with 
mundane interferences, like those so uselessly narrated by Ma- 
han, and of which any investigator has probably scen a suf- 
ficiency, do not weigh a feather against ove clear and positive 
case of spirit-interposition. Of such, rational _ believers have 
witnessed many. The more perfect and clearly defined experi- 
ments should explain those which are less so. 

Our friend’s “ explanation,” therefore, goes not a single step 
beyond the futile efforts of others, and it has the same grand 
fault with them all. It does not cover the facts. Indeed, he 
admits, what every sane mind must concede, that disembodied 
spirits may use the odylic medium, and thus manifest themselves, 
“provided they exist.” Does it not devolve on him to show 
that they cease to exist? That minds or spirits have existed 
in connection with mortal bodies, he admits. Are not all the 
probabilities therefore on the side of a continued existence? 
What right has any one, on logical principles, to assume so 
great a change in the status of that wonderful entity, the hu- 
man mind, as its total extinction? If, then, minds have 
existed in connection with bodies now dissolved, the logical 
presumption is that they still exist; and if they do, then 
through the odylic element they can manifest themselves. 
The rational probabilities thus are in favor of the spir- 
itual origin of these phenomena, and not aguinst it, as is 
usually assumed. A few out of the mass of them clearly 
demonstrate such an origin, and therefore clinch the argu- 
ment; while all the remainder are readily explicable in ac- 
cordance with this hypothesis. On the other hand, the mate- 
rialistic hypothesis accounts at best but with difficulty for the 
mass, and not at all for a considerable portion; and hence 
must be rejected as false. 

That our correspondent will succeed any better with what 
he considers the more inexplicable part of the phenomena, we 
have not much faith; nevertheless we should be glad to have 
him try his hand at it, if he feels so disposed. A. E. N. 

> + 


DIGNITY OF SPIRITUALISM. 


{From the forthcoming volume of Brittan and Hanson’s Discussion.* 
Mr. BRITTAN said *] : 


But Dr. Hanson says that Christians believe in nothing else 
than communion with God. Well, if they really believe that it 


is possible for man while veiled in the clouds and darkness of 


this dim orb—man so humble and so distant, by reason of the 
immeasurable difference between himself and the Infinite— 
can thus ascend into the audience chamber of the Most High, 
and enter into solemn and sublime intercourse with the Great 
Father of Spirits! how can he reasonably reject the idea that 
men on earth may commune with kindred beings in heaven— 
beings like himself, and who are removed but a single step 
from the sphere of our present existence? In the disposition 
of these marvels, he accepts the greater while he rejects the 
less. In this disloyalty to the Angels that watch over us, 
‘Our doubts are traitors, 

And make us lose the good we oft might win 

By fearing to attempt.’’ 

My friend has a profound respect for “ dignities,” and is 
shocked at things “ common and unclean.” But to the philo- 
sophjc observer, nothing that occurs in the order of Nature, 
or transpires under the administration of Providence, is either 
unimportant in itself or unworthy of our careful observation. 
No doubt apples had fallen on many an empty head before 
Newton's time; but they conveyed no great ideas to the vacant 
chambers in the cranium. But when the illustrious philoso- 
pher beheld that simple phenomenon, it at once suggested to 
It gave into 
his possession the golden keys wherewith he unlocked the great 
secrets of the Universe, and explained the laws that uphold 
and regulate the sublime order and harmony of all worlds. No 
doubt there were empty heads to laugh at Dr. Franklin be- 
cause he used a kite to attract the lightning from the clouds. 
They saw nothing but a pretended philosopher engaged in a 
very unbecoming and childish employment; yet Dr. Franklin 
thus demonstrated a principle which has given him a world- 


his mind the central idea of a profound system. 


wide immortality. 

Ilow would my fricnd have treated Christianity had he 
lived in the first century—such a stickler as he is for dig- 
nity? Was there anything especially dignified in the circum- 
stances of its origin? Jesus of Nazareth, the founder of that 
religion, was born and cradled in a manger among four-footed 
beasts and creeping things. He was cast out and spurned by 
those who were dazzled and bewildered by the splendor of ex- 
ternal circumstance, and supercilious dignity of the men who 
occupied the “ chief seats in the synagogue.” 
nified and pious people who rejécted the humble Nazarene and 


They were dig- 


trampled the just claims and sacred import of his precepts and 
example beneath their unhallowed and infidel fect. It has 
been observed that “every truth is born in a manger ;” and I 
venture to say, that Christianity, with all its triumphant power 
in the world, was as humble and lowly at the beginning as the 
present Spiritual Reformation,” Perhaps my friend can not 
He 
may be waiting for some great Archangel to descend from 
the zenith at noon-day, clothed with flame and armed with 
lightnings. (If he waits for such an august occurrence before 
his attention-can be arrested, be will, doubtless, continue in ig- 


find instruction in small things and in humble places. 


norance of all that pertains to the realm of Spiritual realities, 
until the dream of the outer world, and all that exclusively 
belongs to our sensuous existence, swims before his vision and 
disappears. 
manifestations that appeared in Mount Horeb. The strong 
wind swept through the defiles of the mountain, and the 
rocks were broken beneath the invisible chariot wheels. “The 
Lord was not in the wind.” 
quake with gigantice tread, shaking the deep foundations of 


You remember the sublime description of the 


And then came the Earth- 


the mountains and toppling down the pinnacles; but not in 
this did the Prophet witness the most signal displays of the 
Divine presence. When the earthquake retired, the Fire ap- 
peared in all its appalling terrors, and its awful glory. Fierce 
flames, like burning shields, covered the mountain-sides. But 
not in the firc—not, indeed in all the imposing exhibitious of 
conflicting earthly elements, did the Prophet look for a Spirit- 
No, notin these. But when there was 
silence in Horeb, it is said that the Prophet, “ wrapt his face 


ual communication. 


in his mantle” and the communication came to him in a ‘still 


small voice.” 


* This work is expected from the press during the present week- 


THEODORE PARKER ON SPIRITUALISM. 

As Mr. Parker’s references to the Spiritualists; in his re- 
cent sermons on Revivals, (which have produced no small sen- 
sation in the religious community) have been somewhat misrep- 
resented, we are induced to copy from the phonographic 
report published by Kent & Co., the following passages in 
which these references occur : 


«I believe in a Revival of Religion. There have been several great 
movements thereto. Not to go out of the Hebrew and Christian church, 
there are several well known to al of you. That of Moses, Jesus, Lu- 
ther, the Puritans, the Quakers, the Baptists, the Methodists, Unitari- 
ans, Universalists, and the Spiritualists. How, were they brought 
about? In each case, there was a new theologic idea by a man of ge- 
nius, or a new application of an old one by a man of talent.” 


Mr. P. then goes on to state briefly the leading idea of each 
of the movements referred to, ending with— 


“ The Spiritualists say—‘ The Bible is not a finality; it is no man’s 
master, it is every man’s servant. We, as well as the old prophets, 
can have communion with the departed. Christ reveals himself di- 
rectly to us, as much as to Paul and Silas, Peter and James.’ 

‘< Now, in all these cases, there was a new idea; not always true 
one, but one which stirred men’s souls and called forth religious emo- 
tions. What energy did religious truths give the followers of Jesus! 
What power there was in the early Puritans, Baptists, Quakers, Meth- 
odists, mixed with folly! Of course, you expect that in all religious 
movements. What a spread have the doctrines of Universalists and 
Unitarians had in eighty years! In 1778, I think there were not ten 
thousand men in all America who believed the distinctive doctrine of 
Unitariang and Universalists—the uitimate salvation of all men. Now, 
how wide is the doctrine spread! How rapidly Spiritualism has gone 
abroad; yet it has no great man in its ranks, not a philosopher, not a 
scholar.’” 


The point of this reference is too ‘obvious to be mistaken— 
namely, that the rapid spread of Spiritualism is owing to the 
inherent vitality of its distinctive idea, which commends itself 
to the acceptance of mankind, rather than to the personal in- 
fluence of great or learned men. This is unquestionably true, 
and to its credit rather than otherwise; especially when it is 
remembered that none of the primitive actors in the other 
great movements referred to—as Jesus, Luther, Robinson, Fox, 
Wesley, Relly, ete.—were deemed great men, philosophers or 
scholars 22 their times, and by their opponents. We go on: 

“« We want a Revival of Religion in the American church which shall 
be to the church what the religion of Jesus was to Heathenism and Ju- 
daism, which, though useful once, in his day had served out their time, 
and had no more that they could do. We do not want a religion hier- 
archically organized, which shall generate nothing but mecting-houses 
made of stone, and end at last in a priesthood. We want a religion 


democratically organized, generating great political, social, domestic 
institutions, and ending in a world full of noble men and women, all 


“their faculties developed well, they serving God with that love which 


casts out fear. 

«How can we stir that clement to emotions fit for such a work? 
Only by a theology which shall meet the people’s Want, a natural and 
just idea of man, of God, of the relation between them—of religion, 
life, duty, destination on earth and in heaven; a theology which has its 
evidences in the world of ratter,—all science God’s testimony thereto; 
and in the world of consciousness,—every man bearing within him the 
‘lively oracles,’ the present witness of his God, his duty and destina- 
tion, No sect has such a theology; no great sect aims at such, or the 
life it leads to. The Spiritualists are the only sect that looks forward, 
and has new fire on its hearth; they alone emancipate themselves from 
the Bible and the theology of the church, while they also seek to keep 
the precious truths of the Bible, and all the good things of the church. 
But even they—I say this modestly; they area new sect, and every- 
body wars against them; my criticism I give for their good, in the 
spirit of hope and tenderness—even they are rapping on coffin-lids, 
listening for ghosts, seeking God and God’s truth beyond human na- 
ture, not in human nature. Their religion is Wonder more than Life; 
not principally addressing itself to the understanding, the imagination, 
the reason, the conscience, the soul, but to marvellousness more than 
aught besides. So with many it is amazement, and not elevation. 
But its function is to destroy the belief in miracles; it will help set 
many men free from the idols of the old Theologic Den;—no small ser- 
vice, even if it set up new ones of its own; because new they will be 
less dangerous, I also give thanks for ‘Spiritualism; and am not 
surprised at the follies and extravagances, the dishonesty of ‘ medi- 
ums,” which I partly see and partly hear of. You must always allow 
for casualties. You cannot transfer a people from an old theology to a 
new one without some breakage and other harm and loss. This is at- 
tendant on all human operations, * * Let us always make allow- 
ance for casualties, for extravaganes, in the old which is fixed, in the 
new which will become so. .What extravagances had the Quakers once, 
the Christians in St. Paul’s timer”? 


The allowances here made for the follies and extravagances 
incident to a transitional condition are fair and honorable. 
The criticism that the religion of many Spiritualists is  Won- 
der more than Life,” we also accept, as applying very prop- 
erly to a class who have not yet outgrown the childish- 
ness and imbecility in which their previous training by the 
sects had left them. But if Mr. Parker has acquainted him- 
self only with these, we must say that his associations have 
been unfortunate, and hence he is unqualified to speak of Spir- 
itualists as a whole. 

We accept also his definition, so far as it goes, of the the- 
ology that is wanted as the basis of a true Revival of Relig- 
ion; and would add, what is patent to every well-informed 
and candid mind, that Spiritualists are laboring more generally 
and effectively for the introduction of such a theology than is 
any other body of men on earth. More than this: the the- 
ology of Spiritualism will have one ‘potent element for the 
promotion of a true religious life which even Mr. Parker’s 
cannot lay claim to—namely, a recognition of the constant 
ministry and communion of angels, with frequent demonstra- 
tions of spiritual power in works of beneficence. Here is an 
agency fur moving the hearts of men, quickening their loftier 
aspirations, stimulating to noble, angelic lives, which no 
amount of theoretical teaching, however philosophical or schol- 
arly, can supply the place of, or cope with. 

A correspondent takes the following exceptions to Mr. Par- 
ker’s representations respecting the belief of Spiritualists in 
regard to the Bible and miracles. He will excuse our abbre- 
viations of his article, as they have been required to accom- 


modate it to our space. ALE. N. 


‘* As it regards the Bible—though there may be a difference of opin- 
ion among Spiritualists as to how far the Bible should be considered a 
sacred book and entitled to their unlimited confidence in al? its parts— 
yet I think that the views of most of them—so far as can be judged by 
the exposition given of them in their publications and in their lec- 
tures—would correspond generally with those of Unitarians.*. And in 
regard to the miracles related in the New Testament, Spiritualists gen- 
erally believe that the occurrences actually happened which are called 
miracles, and in the manner stated; but many of them do not believe 
that these occurrences were what they understand by the term mira- 
cles. The latter consider a miracle to be a supernatural event, and as 
they believe that al/ events are in themselves natural—i. e., produced 
by and according to established and invariable laws, they reject all mi- 
racles as such. In this belief, although in my judgment they are en- 
tirely in an error, yet it will be sceu that it is merely a controversy 
about terms, and not about the facts designated,—that they do admit 
the facts, but disagree in regard to the mode of their production, * * * 
And they hold and proclaim that Spiritualism is the greatest support 
that the Bible has ever received in respect to these so-called miracles, 
because they assert that the same occurrences take place at the present 
time, and are produced in the same way. Mr. Parker therefore misap- 


* This is somewhat indefinite. The most that can be/said is that each Spiritualist 
values the Bible according to his individual estimate of its worth,—scme more and 
some less highly as thcir perceptions avd convicituns vary.— En. 


————— EEE 
prehends and misstates the views of Spiritualists generally upon this 
subject. He denies not only that sucha thing as a miracle can be 
produced, but also that the occurrences which are called miracles ever 
took place. His denial extends therefore not only to the name given to 
them, but to the facts themselves. i W. S. A. 


New Publications. 

Discourses ox Rerrciox, Morars, Puiosoruy axp Merapuysics. 
By Mrs. Cora L. V. Harcu. New York: Published by B. F. Hatch. 
This is a volume of 372 pages, neat in typographical ap- 

pearance, and embellished with artistic likenesses of Mre. 
Hatch and her husband. It is made up from phonographic 
reports of Mrs. Hatch’s lectures delivered in New York, Bos- 
ton and elsewhere. Any one who has heard this distinguished 
medium in public will at once recognize in this book the pecu- 
liar style of her discourses, attesting their fidelity to the orig- 
inal; yet, shorn of the graces of gesture, voice and express- 
ion which accompanied their delivery, they lose a portion of 
their charm. 

The opinion that is formed of their merits must depend en- 
tirely upon the point from which they are viewed. Consid- 
ered as the extemporaneous utterances of an unlettered girl, 
no one will deny their beauty and power; none will fail to 
admire the flashes of intuitive light, the play of airy imagery 
or the vein of spiritual freedom enlivening and pervading 
them. The rhetorical coloring is such as to call forth admira- 
tion and wonder in many minds. Yet, viewed from the stand- 
point of literary or scientific criticism, they would present in 
many portions quite another aspect. The logi¢ is too often- 
loose, the rhetoric redundant to a fuult; while the philosophi- 
cal portions are wanting in that mathematical precision and 
tangibility which the intellect naturally demands in the treat- 
ment of scientific questions, 

As a whole, in our estimation, the merits of the book far 
out-balance its defects. It will do good wherever it is read, 
and we heartily hope for it a wide circulation. Munson, at 
No. 5 Great Jones street, New York, and Bela Marsh, 14 
Bromfield street, Boston, have the work for sale. 


Tur Sprnpte Crry Inra is the title of a new weekly paper 
lately started in Lowell, Mass. It is small in size (correspond- 
ingly small in price); but “ tall oaks from little acorns grow”, 
and if nourished with a generous patronage it will doubtless 
branch out in ampler extent. It is devoted to the rights and 
interests of mechanics and operatives—a cause with which 
every reformer will sympathize. We wish success to every 
enterprise that will aid in civil and social emancipation. May 
the Idea prove an effectual instrument in the work! (See ad- 
vertisement). 


Tue AtLantic Montuiy for May reaches us at the hour of 
sending our paper to press. Next week we will give our 
readers a sample of its contents—enough to provoke them to 
the purchase and perusal of the whole. xX. 


i + or 
Spiritualism in Congress, 


The correspondent of the Philadelphia Inguzrer, writes: 

“« Hon. N. P. Tallmadge, formerly a member of the United States 
Senate, in a letter defending modern Spiritualism from a recent attack 
upon it by Gen. Shields, intimates that a number of our present Sen- 
alors are believers in the doctrine, and that the political history of 
1860 will be greatly affected if not controlled by it. That the former 
assertion is entirely true, I happen to know; but that the latter will 
prove so, I prefer to entertain some doubts.” - -> Ry 

The above item is quoted by the secula? press, often with an 
evident air of incredulity, as if the statement could scarcely 
be believed. Some conceited wiseacres, who set themselves up 
as the oracles of all truth, have beep so long accustomed to 
denouncing Spiritualism as a synonym of everything base, vile 
and dementing, that they are loath to aduit the interest of any 
intelligent or influential person in it. It is’ however well 
known to those who are properly informed, that Spiritualism 
has long had able and influential representatives in both Houses 
of Congress. And whether or not its principles do or will 
control in any dppreciable measure the legislation of that 
body, we have no question that spirits do greatly influence the 
action of individual members, both with and without their cog- 
nizance. We have been told that some of the most effective 
speeches—those which have electrified the hearers and thrilled 
the nation—have been made consciously under the influence or 


inspiration of the noble statesmen and orators of other days, . 


who “still live,” and are not less potent in swaying the desti- 
nies of the Republic than when in mortal forms, So power- 
fully does their presence at times press upon the ‘ assembled 
wisdom” of the capitol, that the more impressible are con- 
strained to recognize it, in some sort, as did Mr. Burlingame, 
of Massachusetts, a few days since, in the following words: 

‘* Sir, it was a proud day for me when I heard the speech of the ven- 
erable Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crittenden). The melody of his 
voice, his patriotic accents still linger in my ears. I was glad to hear 
him denouncing fraud; I was rejoiced to see him stand boldly for the 
truth. It seemed for the moment, as I listened, that the great spirit of 
the Kentucky Commoner [Henry Clay] had come back agun to visit 
his old place in the Senate. It seemed as if his spirit was hovering 


there, looking, as in days of old, after the interests of the Union.” 
eo +O 


Another Modern Miracle. 

The second letter from Dr. Beck, of Delphi, Ind., in an- 
other column, though somewhat extended, is, like the first, 
well worthy of perusal. The details which he gives, being 
from a medical man, have an importance which would not oth- 
erwise attach to them. We commend his testimony and his 
opinions to the attention of his professional brethren every- 
where. If an uneducated woman, assisted by this mysterious 
power claiming to be spirits (call it delusion or imposture, if 
you will,) proves to be an over-match for the combined skill of 
three learned physicians in consultation, is it not time that the 
Faculty acquaint themselves with the nature and avail them-* 
selves of the uses of this power? And if they continue to 
stand aloof from its recognition, will they not, as a class, rich- 
Ip deserve the contempt into which they are rapidly falling in 
the minds of the people, from their inability either to cope 


with or explain it? 
OR + 


JAMESTOWN INSTITUTE.— Many of our readers will learn 
with pleasure, from the Prospectus to be found in another col- 
umn, that our earnest friend, Dr. WELLINGTON, is about to 
make a practical attempt to apply the comprehensive views of 
Education, which were set forth in his Essay published in the 
AGk a few weeks since. The location he has chosen is ina 
beautiful though retired rural village in Western New York, 
central as regards the East and the West, where he has secured 
the establishment heretofore known as the Jamestown Water- 
Cure. The Doctor’s superior administrative talent, combined 
with his large experience in educational and hygienic institu- 
tions, eminently qualifies him to achieve success in this difficult 
We commend it to the attention 


of all who feel an interest in integral education. 
IN a rd cee 
One hour of justice is worth seventy years of prayer.— 


Koran. 


but much needed enterprise. 
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Che Gift of Healing. 


‘Another ‘Miracle’ by Laying on of Hands. 
SECOND LETTER FROM DR. BECK. 
Depaul, Ind., April Ist, 1858. 


EpiTors or THE AGE: Sirs—On the 8th of February, Mrs. Tipple 
‘returned to Lafayette from Delphi, and on the morning of the 9th, my 
little girl, four years old, having gone to bed the previous evening as 
well as usual, waked us about 3 A. M., vomiting and having a high 
fever. I regarded it as a worm attack, and gave a large dose of calo- 
mel. Dr. Samuel Grimes, the child’s uncle, an old and able physician, 
—for six years past one of the State Commissioners for the Insane Asy- 
lum,—came in about 7 o’clock, and pronounced ‘‘ Gennie” very sick. 
He advised that I give more calomel. We now used every effort to | 
move the bowels. At 2 o’clock, P. M. she had taken 30 grains of cal- i 
omel—fever high—flighty—pulse very quick. While we were at din- | 
ner, the child was siezed with a severe convulsion. These succeeded | 
each other every twenty or thirty minutes. At 9 o'clock, P. M. an- | 
other experienced physician came in. We used oil, enemas,—every | 
means that three of us could suggest, to move the bowels and check | 
the conyulsions, which grew more violent and lasted longer. These 
symptoms continned to increase through the night and the next day, 
no relief resulting from the use of even the most powerful agencies. ! 
At3 P. M. Feb. 10th, (Wednesday) she seemed to lose the power of | 
swallowing, and was threatened with paralysis in the left side—having . 
Iain in an unconscious state since the previous evening. In consulta- | 
tion, one physician was for forcing nothing more by the mouth. Dr. 
Grimes insisted, and gave 1-6th of a grain of calomel at short inter- 
vals placed upon the tongue; but without effect upon the bowels. The 
‘convulsions became less violent, but more internul—the head and feet 
approximating backwards in a curve by a strong spasmodic action, 
nearly all the time. 

I now entirely despaired of her life; but my wife insisted so strenu- 
ously on telegraphing to Lafayette for Mrs. Tipple to return by the 
11 o’clock night train, that merely to please her, (with no expectation 
that she could do any good, and really believing my child would not 
live till that hour,) I did so. From 8 to 9 P. M. she rested better,— 
still unconscious, with no movement of the bowels. Twenty minutes i 
past nine, she had a severe spasm, and sunk rapidly. At 11, we all i 
thought her dying;—pulse scarcely perceptible—extremities cold, fin- 

' gers livid and cold; at 12 o'clock, the two Doctors went out, saying 
she would last but a few minutes, and brought in some ladies. None 
but parents, under similar circumstances, can imagine our suspense and | 
distress from this moment until we we heard the Lafayette train atjust | 
2 o’clock, three hours behind time. My wife still looked forward to this 
moment with hope—I had none, neither did I think Mrs. T. would be on 
thetrain. Yet she came, and on throwing open my door, I observed she 
iwas under influence. All present were in tears; there was positively | 
no pulse at the child's wrist, but a hurried hard breathing, death-like 
coldness and every symptom of immediate dissolution. 
onizing, hard death-struggle; a hearty, fleshy, strong child, cut down 
so suddenly, the tenacity to life was extreme. My wife exclaimed in her 
sobbing, ‘O Nelly! too late! too late! Had you been here yesterday 
evening, our child might have lived??? 


It was an ag- 


Mrs. T. laid one hand upon the patient’s head, the other upon the 
stomach. The medium shook violently; the child breathed easier, and | 
the limbs relaxed. I walked the floor, thinking she had expired. Those | 
around the cradle said No. She opened her eyes! the medium was | 


the veins of a collapsed cholera patient, to the extent of forty, fifty, or 
sixty ounces, has been successful in curing the patient. It has been 
highly recommended by several French physicians. Now no other 
tluid than blood would save the life, unless it contained the basific salts 
of blood;—wine, milk, or simple water, would not answer. Now, in- 
stead of blood being thrown into my child’s sinking system, the pure : 
life-force of blood, an electrical or magnetic principle,—such as : 
i charged her blood in health, and had now become exhausted by a lost | 
| balance of the organic functions, —was sent back into her body by the’. 
| presence and power of our spirit-friends through our mediums. Thus 
i they kept charging, as it eked out,—until this, by the aid of artificial 
| means (the enemas) and the whole vis medicatriz Nature, relieved 
| the obstructed bowels, removed the source of irritation (the worms), ' 
| restored the equilibrium, and the child recovered. AN 
Do not all diseases originate in a lost balance between the spiritual - 


and physical systems, by the impinging presence of external and inhar- 
monious agents? And does this not, if true, suggest the remedy? | 
When more spirituality exists in the world, there will be less sick- 
ness. 
I cannot too highly extol the healing powers of Mrs. Tipple of Chi- 
cago. Ishall never forget her kindness and that of Bro. Warren | 
Chase, in their coutinued efforts and labor to save my chiid. ; 
I fear [ have been entirely too lengthy; but I could not give a true : 
account without writing at length. No rational mind can doubt, know- | 
ing the circumstagces, that my child was saved by a superior power; 
no rational mind, so beliéving, can ask the question, What good is 
Spiritualism doing? Of what benefit is communication with spirits ? 
They comfort us, they cure us, they teach us, they lighten our sad- 
dened hearts, and strew bright flowers in our pathway. May God i 
speed the good cause, is the prayer of an ardent Spiritualist. 


E. W. H. Becg, M. D. 


Hoston and Vicinity. 


The Melodeon Meetings. 


The desk was occupied on Sunday last by Mr. IH. B. Storer through | 
whose mediumship two excellent discourses were given. The subject i 
taken up in the afternoon was, Love as a Divine attribute and | 
boud of humanity. Love, the central element of Deity, manifests | 
itself in greatest and least things; not slone in the beauties of nature 
or the blessings given to men, but in the darker phases of things, even 
in pain and suffering. Men look on the evils in and around them, and 
question God’s love; they believe pain an evidence of God’s displeas- 
ure, not seeing that it is a schoolmaster to bring them to the truth—a 
means of informing them of the true relations they ought to hold. 

In speaking of love to the neighbor, the speaker said self-love was a 
necessity in a certain plane of development; it is one round in the lad- 
der of progress. He who is careful not to violate any law of his own 
being, will do his highest duty to his neighbor, for the interests of one 
and all are inseparable. Activity is one element of love; so Heaven 
cannot be a place of idleness. Love compels higher beings to minister 
to those below them; this is why the spirits manijest themselves to the 
inhabitants of earth. ¥ ' 


Freedom, as an element of the Spiritual philosophy, formed the sub- 
ject of the evening lecture. One object of Spiritualism is to develop 
free men in a free earth tobe recipients of the influence of a free God— 
to make them masters of themselves and help them to subjugate all 


Jjabbering in Indianu,nnd rubbing the child. I cannot relate every inci- : 
dent of those fifteen minutes. The doctors had gone. Seven persons 
were present, all Spiritualists, and we looked at each other with doubt | 
and hope, amazed, and yet aching with suspense. ! 

It was just fifteen minutes from the time the hands were laid upon l 
her, till I examined and found warmth returning to her extremities, | 
and pulsation at the wrist. At this moment, my child spoke, and said ' 
4t drink!’’—the only utterance in thirty-four hours!—What a moment | 
for me! the darling child of my heart, that but a few minutes before 
I had pictured cold and dead, now looked me in the face and spoke! 
She still lived! A 

The Indian spirit, in broken English, ordered cold water with salt. 
The child, which had been past swallowing so long, drank three glasses, 
and presented a more natural appearance than she had for thirty-six 
hours. Here the medium, or Indian, ordered us to send for Bro. 
Warren Chase, (who had arrived the previous day for the purpose of 
lecturing in the place, and was sleeping at Mr. Dewey's, several squares 
off)—-saying, “ Him big man; got much magnet power, &c. Mr. 
C. was sent forand came. My wife (whois influenced to speak at 
times, but during her child’s sickness could not be controlled, from the 
excitement and alarm) by the assistance of the other mediums was now 
controlled, and all three in a circle rubbed and pathetized the patient 
until reaction was quite well established. 


The Indian then said, in substance, that the child had worms ; that 
a knot of these was fastened in the passage from the stomach to the 
bowels; they (the spirits) would try and loosen it; the child’s bowels 
must be relieved, and we must continue enemas. I had used warm wa- 
ter—they urged only cold. They wanted her bathed in cold water; I 
would; not consent. I urged the warm bath (it had been used many 
times); they would not consent. They wanted to pour cold water on 
the bowels. (There was a running and sore blister on the bowels, the 
existence of which they deplored.) I would not permit it, but consent- | 
ed to cold wet applications. I wanted to give tonics and stimulants; 
they would give none—cold water only. I was sorely puzzled and per- 
plexed,—being called upon to yield my own judgment, with twelve 
year’s experience and reading, to a woman who knew nothing of ther- 
apeutics; or to an Indian spirit (if it was not imposition,) that I knew 
had never graduated in medicine’ During Thursday, however, I urged 
and gave a few doses of tinct. rhubarb; following up the cold enemas. 
Not until Friday evening did the bowels move, and during that night 
and Saturday, large quantities of small white worms were passed. 


Suffice it to add that the child had a rapid convalescence. Indeed, in 
three day’s time, she sat up in bed, and played and ate,—though for 
some two weeks, from partial paralysis of the tongue, could not speak 
intelligibly. 

I must now go back a moment and state one singular feature in the 
Spirits’ operations, and then will give the rationale of their trest- 
ment. 

In about one hour after Mrs. T.’s first pathetism, there was some 
muscular twitching about the child, and I remarked, ‘She is taking 
another fit.” In a moment more, the medium fell upon the floor writh- 
ing ina terrible spasm, which lasted for about tive minutes—the 
child remaining quite easy. In this way Mrs. T. took fifteen or twenty 
convulsions, during Thursday, from the child,—her controller after- 
wards explaining, that as the child was too weak to bear them, they 
were transferred from it to her, who was better able to endure them. 
The child had avery few light spasms—mere convulsive muscular 
tremors—during Thursday, ceasing altogether by 9 o’clock, P. M. 


And now for their theory and other statements. (I here give the im- 
port of what was said through both Mrs. T. and my wife, after the 
` child was out of danger, purporting to be from our friends in the spirit- 
lif.) <“ When the child is sinking, or its vital magnetism is becoming 
exhausted, we, through these mediums, fill it up again. We brought 
about the reaction. The life-force, or vital magnetism of the child 
was almost exhausted; it might have lasted two hours, we think not 
Jonger; and we watched the coming of the medium from Lafayette with 
as much anxiety as did you. We restored this life-force from our own 
bodies, for we (the spirits) hada circle also around the child. We 
chad several physicians, too, in consultation. We gave the child an 
electrical medicine—poured a current down its throat, which warmed 
the stomach, and created by its heat the thirst, or desire for cold 
drink. It wasaa experiment with us—a nice one—requiring exact 
chemical relations of mind and matter. We were doubtful of the re- 
sult, and tbe child’s aunt, its guardian spirit was present, to re- 


ceive her little charge, if we failed. We should not have succeed- 


` ed, had there been antagonistic minds in the room. “We impressed the . 


mother whom among the neighbors to have brought in, when the Doc- 
tors went out on their mission; everything was favorable, and the re- 
sult was most successful” 


I will here gay that the child was pathetized about every half-hour 
for forty-eight hours; then once an hour, and once in two hours for 
thirty hours more. It was like giving the usual brandy stimulant, 
when the vital forees seem sunken; only that instead of brandy the 
hands were used, and with a better, b cause a more lasting and per- 
manent, effect. Brandy does not add new strength—it merely elicits 
what is latent in the system, and soon loses its effect. This pracess 
seemed to add strength from an outsidesource. Here is an illustration: 


; ner most consistent with their nature. 


beneath them—to give them the free use of their faculties in the man- 
Authority has done much to 
cramp the action of minds that might grasp at first hand the truths 
needed in the world. It has been taught that God has specially 
chosen a few individuals in the past to whom he has revealed himself, 
and we are to lay aside freedom of thought and accept them as author- 
ity. But the only seal God ever sets upon a man is the seal of capaci- 
ty. Ifaman has the power to perceive and impart truth, that is his 
commission to do so; but no amount of holy oil could anoint and make 
him a teacher. Through the purest and highest individual will flow 
the purest inspiration. 

In conclusion it was urged upon all to act themselves;—no matter 
how angular a person may be he will thus become rounded into form 
by contact with others. Let all men be bold in thought and action, 
but let their radicalism be tempered with kindness. 


> a e 
Conference at Spiritualists’ Reading Room, 
Tuurspay Evexixa, April 1dth. 


Mr. BuancHarp in the chair. ; 

Some gentlmen who do not sympathise with Spiritualism, introduced 
a resolution to the effect that the rejection of the Jewish and Christian 
Scriptures as infallible authority in religious matters, and a reliance 
instead upon the individual judgment, isa pernicious and dangerous 
error. Theaffirmative was advocated in a rather disputatious style, the 
eflort seeming to be more to get the advantage in logomacy, than to ar- 
rive at truth. Its supporters made no attempt to show that the Jewish 
and Christian Scriptures are such authority, but spent their ammunition 
chiefly in arguments to prove that man needs some authority. This 
latter proposition was admitted on the other side, and it was urged 
that the alleged authority was to be found,-not exclusively in any book, 
or set of books, but in all perceived trulh; and truth can be perceived 
only by the exercise of the truth-determining powers implanted in each 
individual, and which each must use for himself. 

The details of the discussion would be of little profit to our readers, 
and we pass them over. The same topic is expected to come up at the 
next meeting. | 


+> +--+ 


Compliment to Mr. Hobart. 


The Government of the Portland (Me.) Spiritual Association passed 
the following resolves, after Mr. Hobart’s recent lectures in that city. 
We are glad to believe the compliment well merited. 


1. Resolved, That the thanks of our Association be given to the Rev. Jons HOBART 
for his series of discourses in this city on the Phenomenal, Biblical and Philosophical 
aspects of modern Spirituahsm. 

2. Resolved, That his distinguished logical powers render hima fit champion to meet 
any opponent of Spiritualism who may have the temerity to discuss the subject with 
him. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of Spiritualists throughout the States, to secure, a3 
often as practicable, the services of such men as Rey. Mr. Hobart, Prof. Brittan, and 
others of like abilities; that it may be announced to the opponents of Christianity 
revired: “These are our spokesmen. If you have anything to say against the doc- 
trines they teach, say on.” James FURBISH, Pres. 

N. A. Foster, Sec’y. 

We understand Mr. H. contemplates soon making a tour southward 
as far as Baltimore. The friends will do well to secure his services 
wherever they can be procured. 

el + 


Singular Occurrence. 

Two gentlemen took the cars at Portland for Boston, the other day, 
and entered into conversation on the route. When they reached the 
depot at Boston, they found they were both going to the same street in 
Charlestown. It proved finally that they were destined to the same 
house, and when they arrived there they were introduced to each other 
as brothers, by the gentleman of the house, also a brother. Neither 
of the three had met the others for twenty-four years. They were 
Scotchmen. The one at Charlestown had been in this country nine- 
teen years; one of the others had just arrived from Egypt, where he 
had been in the service of the Pasha for twenty-two years; and the 
other had spent sixteen years in the East Indies. A 


-e 


Query— Was this singular event the result of blind chance; or was 
an intelligent influence acting upon these persons, unrecognized by 
themselves, to bring about the happy meeting? Surely it is not irra- 
tional to believe that their spirit friends took pleasure in a joyful sur- 
prise which they aided more or less to effect. 

> +o 


Lectures IN Worcester.—The Spiritualists in Worcester have insti- 
tuted a series of lectures, to be delivered in Washburn Hall, every 
other Sunday during the season, morning and evening. The series was 
commenced on Sunday, the 11th inst., when Adin Ballou addressed 
large and attentive audiences twice on the theme, ‘‘ What are the just 
claims of Spiritualism on upright and rational minds?’’ 


ne os 


The Spiritualists of Cambridgeport ‘surprised’? one of their num- 
ber—Mr. Morton, the efficient and faithful door-keeper—by a social 
party for his benefit at Washington Hall, on Friday evening last. 

. > + oe 


Rev. Joux Prenvont lectured before the Spiritualists of Portland on 


ke transfusion of blood from a vigorous, healthy person, directly into 


i 


Sunday afternoon and evening last. 


dew Zork and Vicinity. 


Conference at 18 Fourth Avenue. 
Tcespay EVENING, April 18th. 

Dr. Orton submitted the following question: What is the difference 
between Clairvoyance and Intuition or Perception,—and how are we 
to distinguish between mesmeric impressions and spirit-communica- 
tions ? 

Dr. Orton said: 
ing a similar field. 


We have here virtually two questions, but occupy- 
Clairvoyance and intuition are supposed to be 
powers belonging to the individual who exercises them; and his, by 
virtue of being a spirit himself, independent of all outside spirit aid. 
Clairvoyance is simply clear-seeing. We may say itis the opening of 
an inner sight. Probably all our senses have this inner degree; in- 
deed, are triune, corresponding to the natural, spiritual and celestial 
planes of life. The difference between clairvoyance and intuition is 
this: clairvoyance is seeing; intuition is feeling. The one is based on 
the sense of sight, the other on the affectional nature—on the soul it- 
self. Hence it is that clairvoyance alone, like external sight, takes 
cognizance and gives report only of the surface of things; and hence 
again it is that clairvoyant examiners, in cases of disease, so frequent- 
ly give a correct diagnosis, or description of the appearance of the or- 
gans, but failin describing a remedy. On the other hand, intuition or 
perception takes cognizance of sensation and quality—examines, or, £0 
to speak, feels of the organs and their pains, and possesses itself of a 
knowledge of the inner action and working of those organs; and with 
this knowledge, and as a part of it, often comes a perception of what 
is necessary to restore the organism to a healthy condition. 

The second branch of the interrogatory is, How are we to distin- 
guish between mesmeric and spirit phenomena? Probably, in many 
cases, it is impossible to distinguish. Nor is it necessary, so far as the 
fact of Spiritualism is concerned, that we should be able to distinguish. 
If a medium at a circle or elsewhere, speaks or acts by impression from 
some individual or indivjduals present, it is just as conclusive a dem- 
onstration of spirit-power as though he were influenced by a disembod- 
ied spirit. In the one case he is moved on by a spirit in the form, in 
the other, by a spirit out of the form. As tothe matter of a commu- 
nication, it is often important that we be able to determine its source. 
Our conclusion must depend on the circumstances. If we have confi- 
dence in the medium, the natural conclusion, and especially the decla- 
ration of the intelligence itself, which so uniformly represents itself as 
a disembodied spirit, may very properly be accepted. A thousand 
doubts may be raised, but almost always the true solution of a problem 
lies at the very door. 

Dr. Gray said: He fully agreed with Dr. Orton in the definitions 
he had given, and the distinctions he had made between clairvoyance 
and intuition. Intuition is to the spiritual senses what reason is to the 
natural. Intuition is the superior reason of the superior powers of the 
soul. Clairvoyance gathers facts, and intuition combines them and 
decides on their quality and worth. Swedenborg has given us an illus- 
tration in point. A judge on the bench will see, by the exercise of his 
spiritual powers, the whole of a case, and reach his conclusion, as it 
were, in a moment; when it would take him two hours to state his rea- 
sons to the jury. 

As to the second branch of the question, there is a class of facts 
which; entirely transcend all mesmeric phenomena. All of us agree 
with Dr. Orton, that the transferrence of thoughts between individu- 
als, without the employment of the physical organs, is proof that we 
are spirits. It is also a very good proof of immortality. The speaker 
here related some extraordinary fucts of recent occurrence, which he 
requested might not be reported, as the gentleman specially interested 
was expected to present himself on some future evening, and would 
make his own statement. We can, therefore, only indicate the nature 
of the phenomena. They consisted in the appearance, on several occa- 
sions, *‘ under test conditions,’’ of a spirit clothed in human form, so 
as to be fully tangible to the touch, and walk about the room obvious 
to the sight, and lift a curtain from the window for the admission of a 
stronger light than the previous ‘* dim obscure” of the apartment, etc. 

Dr. Hattock gave some additional facts, which were clearly beyond 
the scope of mesmerism. Oliver Johnson had shown him a paper, 
written with a pencil, by what purported to be the spirit of his father. 
The writing was done on his own shoulder. On that occasiow he felt 
the hands of the spirit, and was kissed by him. The speaker himself 
had a similar spirit-writing which he once obtained at Boston, through 
Dr. Redman, now in the practice of his profession in this city. He 
was directed to put pencil and paper on a book, and hold them under 
the table. He supported one end of the book; while Dr. Redman held 
the other, and the disengaged hand of each remained on top of the ta- 
ble; and under these circumstances the writing was performed. At 
the same time he was taken hold of by a hand—four fingers and a 
thumb—about which there could be do mistake. In short, there were 
facts enough to teach men what to believe. There is not a family on 
the broad earth, but what, in some of its branches, has had spirit man- 
ifestations. This is the unwritten history of the world. But instead 
of taking universal testimony, we run to our popes and ministers to 
know what we are to believe, and what not. 

Mr. Purntx said: On one occasion, when at the city of Washing- 
ton, he wrote on one side of a sheet of paper, and another gentleman 
on the other; and then sealing it in a letter, in company with Mr. Gid- 
dings of the House, he called on Miss Bell, who wrote out the entire 
two pages, without missing a word or s dot. On his ‘return to this 
city he related the circumstance to some gentlemen in his office, who 
laughed at him and declared he had been sold. To test the matter 
still farther, he wrote another page, and two of the unbelievers still 
other pages, neither knowing what the others had written. A clerk 
made a copy of the document, which was duly secured, Then the pa- 
per was covered with gum arabic solution, folded, placed in an envel- 
ope, and pressed down in a press into a solid coherent mass. It was 
then again gummed, put into another envelope, and pressed as before, 
carefully measured and marked, and despatched to Miss Bell. Before 
the letter reached her hand, however, in the morning, just as she and 
some of her family had got on their things, and were about taking the 
cars fur this city, she was suddenly influenced, and rapidly executed a 
mass of writing, without knowing at all what it meant, which proved 
to be a complete copy of the tripartite gummed letter which had been 
sent her, verbatim and exact to a comma. 

Mr. Cores said: Clairvoyance has reference to things, intuition to 
principles. Swedenborg saw a fire at Stockholm, when he was two or 
three hundred miles away. That was clairvoyance. When Newton 
saw the apple fall, the law of gravitation, by which worlds are held in 
their places, suddenly flashed into his mind. That was intuition. He 
had had some remarkable experiences himself. On ene occasion, when 
entranced, his spirit guides said they would show him the “ recondite 
principles of nature.” He did not then know what recondite meant, 
but at once, as seemed, the hidden motive powers of all things were 
laid bare for his inspection. But witk the close of the vision all that 
he had gained was lost. A few weeks since he had shown him 
similar manner, the law and efficacy of prayer. It is acommon dogma 
that faith is the gift of God, but that we must get faith or be lost. 
During his illumination he saw clearly the principles involved, and the 
way in which these diverse positions were made to harmonize. He 
begged that the knowledge might remain with him, but on coming into 
the external, it was gone. 

Mr. Puenix said: Miss Brooks, of Buffalo, rests her hand on a 
piano, and it plays beautiful music; and sometimes bad music—dué it 
plays. He had placed three clocks on s mantel, locked them up, and 
then at request, one would stop ticking, and then another, and the gth- 
er; and at a word, either would start again. In like manner they 
would strike, whether it was the proper time for striking or not, and 
any number of strokes requested. He had seen Cora Scott—now Mrs. 
Hatch—and Miss Brooks together, talking Indian with great vi- 
vacity; and on one occasion, at Buffalo, his friend Coles wa® present, 
and suddenly became influenced and joined them in their Indian gib- 
berish. He took Major Forsyth, who was there with a delegation of 
Menominee Indians, into their presence, whe conversed freely with 
them in the Menominee tongue. Cora Hatch addressed him for some 
twenty minutes in that language, and the Major declared that no Men- 
ominee Indian would have been able to give the information, and an- 
swer the questions that she did. Some people denied that Cora Hatch 
Was ina trance state when she spoke. He knew better. He had re- 
peatedly subjected her to severeand painful tests, and was satisfied 
that while in that state her arm might be broken without causing her 
He would not go 
into a description of those tests, but would say that he had passed his 
finger over the ball of her eye without causing her to wink, or give evi- 
dence of the least sens.tion in the organ. One remarkable fact had 
been spoken of that evening, which was true. He had received solu- 
tions through Cora Hatch of questions which had occupied his attention 


a? 


to move a muscle, or lose a word in her discourse. 


ina 


for twenty years—solutions which had been accepted by the philosophers 
of our country and Europe as correct. At first she was unable to give 
him any light on these questions, until he had taken her in her normal 
condition and instructed her up to his stand-point, when she mastered 
with ease what lay beyond. One of these questions was the difference 
between absolute momentum and continuous force, which philosophers 
had never been able to solve, but which she, in her trance state, ex- 
plained to his perfect satisfaction. 
0 


Bro. 8. T. Munson is unwearying in his endeavors to present all pos- 
gible advantages to persons interested in Spiritualism. Strangers es- 
pecially, when visiting New York, will do well to visit his rooms. By 
reference to a special notice below, it will be seen what arrangements 


heis making for investigators and others. 
> > Oe 
Dopwortn’s.—Mrs. Hyzer, in some respects one of our most re- 


markable speakers, is at present occupying the desk at Dodworth's. 


J. R. 0. 


A, Fact— Who will Explain it? 

A few weeks since, a purty of gentlemen and ladies had met for the 
purpose of obtaining Spiritual Manifestations. A communication was 
given in writing through the hand of a lady, to one of the gentlemen, 
purporting to come from the spirit daughter of a friend of his in the 
State of Maine, the substance of which was, that her father did not 
know where the gentleman addressed was, and was anxious to hear 
from him. The name was given, and the familiar household abbrevia- 
tion, or nickname, (Mella) by which the child, about 6 years of age, 
was known, and also the initials to the father’s name. Though the 
gentleman knew that bis friend had lost a child, he did not know 
whether it wac a boy or a girl, nor the name, neither did any other 
person present. oe 

The gentleman addressed a letter to his friend, and the“answer re- 
ceived contained a complete confirmation of what had been thus given, 
unthought of and unsolicited, through spirit agency.—Freeport, Ill. 
Farmer. 


PERSONAL AND SPECIAL, 


Mr. Britran IN New ENGLAND.—S. B. Brittan will lecture at Web- 
ster, Mass., on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings (21st, 22d 
and 25d); on Sunday morning and evening 25th, at Worcester; Tues- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (27th—sOth), at Foxboro’; 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday (May Ist, 2d, 3d and 
4th), at Putnam, Connecticut. Mr. Brittan may be addressed at 
Worcester, Mass., until the last of the present month by those who 
may desire his services as a public lecturer on the Facts, Philosophy 


aud Religion of Spiritualism. 


The friends of Rev. D. F. Gopparp will hold a Donation Party in 
his behalf, in the Spiritualists’ Hall 14 Bromfield street, Friday even- 
ing April 23d, at half past seven o’clock. 

Donations of articles or money are solicited, and will be received by 
Mrs. Cuzens at her residence 28 Eliot street; by Mrs. Ham, 28 Allen 
street; or by Mrs. Barret, 183 Harrison avenue; or at the Hall on the 
evening of the Party. The public are invited to attend. 
free. 


Admission 


——— m 
Tue Lapies HarmonraL Banp will hold their semi-monthly meeting 
on Thursday P. M., April 22d, at the residence of Mrs. A. Fessenden, 


No. 1 Oak street. 
— o n 

Dr. Carvin Harr will be at Springfield, Mass., for about one week 
from April 19th; after that at Bellows Falls, Vt., for two or three 
wecks; then at Paper Mill Village, N. H., for a short time. 

> + o 

Dr. Newcoms’s office is removed to No. 28 Eliot street. 

tisement. 


See adver- 


bg eS 

Mrs. J. W. Currier will receive calls to lecture in the trance state 
upon the Sabbath, or at any other time desired. Mrs. C. is a Clairvoy- 
ant, Healing, and Test Medium. Address J. W. Curgirern, Lowell, 
Mass. 


O + Oe 
The subscriber continues to receivecalls to lecture on Spiritualism. 
He is prepared to present the subject in its Phenomenal, Biblical and 
Philosophical aspects; also, to discuss its claims to public favor, with 
any honorable disputant. Jons HOBART. 


References—Dr. H. F. Gardner and A. E. Newton. 
> a a 
Miss Sarau A. Macot, Trance Speaking Medium, will answer calls 


for speaking on the Sabbsth, orat any other time. Address her at 
Cambridgeport, Mass., care Geo. L. Cade. 


ce - 
GEORGE STEARNS, author of ‘The Mistake of Christendom,” will 


answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Impositions 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational Evidence of 
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. Address, until 
further notice, West Acton, Mass. 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

Sunpay Meetines.—H. B. STORER, of Conn., trance-speaker, will 
speak at the Melodeon on Sunday next, at 8 and 7 1-2 o’clock, P. M. 

SPIRITUALIST MEETINGS will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St., every 
Sunday afternoon. Admission free. A Crrcve for medium develop- 
ment and spiritual manifestations will be held every Sunday morning 
and evening at the same place. Admission 5 cents. 

WEEKLY CONFERENCE MEETING, every Thursday evening, at No. 14 
Bromfield street, commencing at 7 1-2 o’clock. 

MEETINGS IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, at GUILD 
Hatt, corner of Bellingham and Hawthorne streets. D. F. Gop- 
DARD, regular speaker. Seats free. 

In CANBRIDGEPORT.—Meetings at Washington Hall, Main street, 
every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o’clock. 

In Quincy.—Meetings in Mariposa Hall every Sunday. 

SaLem.—Mectings at Lyceum Hall every Sunday afternoon and even- 
ing at 2 1-2 and 7 o’clock. The best Lecturers and Trance Speakers 
engaged. 


SS hse ee 
MEDIUMS IN BOSTON, 

J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering Sealed Letters, may be addressed at 
No. 3 Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull & Co.’s dry goods store). 

TerMa—Mr. M. devotes his whole time to this business, and charges a fee of $1 
and four postage stamps to pay return postage, for his efforts toobtain an answer, but 
does not guarantee an answer for this sum. 

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or the letter 
and money will be returned in thirty days from its reception. Charge for 
guarantee, $3. 

No letters will receive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. 

Mr. Mansfield will receive visitors at his office on Mondays, Wednesdaye and Sat 
urdays. Persons are requested not to call on other days. 39 tf 

Miss R. T. AMEDY, 52 Allen street, Boston, Trance Speaking Medium, will answer 
calls for speaking on the Sabbath and at any other time the friends may desire. Ad- 
dress her at 382 Allen street, Boston, Y7 She will also attend funerals. 

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing and Trance Medium, 241-2 Winter street—Room 13. 
Hours from 10 go 1, and from 2 to 7. 2—3m 

Mrs. KNIGIIT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of stairs 
door No. 4. aN 9toland 2to 5: Terms 50 cents a seance. 

Mrs. BEAN, RApping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9 to 1 A. M. 
and 2to Sand 7tq9 P. M. at No. 51 Knecland street. 

Mrs. B. K. LITTLE, (formerly Miss Ellis) Test Medium, by Rapping, Writing 
and Trance. Rooms No. 46 Elliot street. Hours from 9 to 12 A.M., and 2to6 P.M 
Terms $1 per hour for one or two persons; 50 cents for each additional person 
Clairvoyant Examinations for Diseases and Prescriptions, $1. 

Mra. D. C. KENDALL, Artist, No. $9 Cambridge st., Boston. 
scapes, etc., painted under Spiritual Influence. 


Flowers, Land 
Circles Monday and Fridayfevenings 


LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM IN NEW YORK CITY. 

On or about the first of May, an additional room will be fitted up, adjoining the 
one now occupied by the subscriber, as a Library and Reading-Room. It will be ar- 
ranged with a due regard to neatness and comfort, and well supplied with Spiritual 
and Reform Literature, as wellas a choice selection of works on Religion, Science, and 
the Arts, together with the best class of light literature of the day. 

The want of a place of this kind has been unmistakably indicated by the mang in- 
quiries instituted, and the general anxiety expressed on the subject, both as regards 
the Spiritualists of New York and those coming from a distance. 

The subscriber, in entering upon this new enterprise, feels the fullest confidence that 
he willbe sufficiently well sustained to compensate him for every additional risk he 
may incur (inthe shape of rent, &c.,) in the inauguration of the “Spiritualists Li- 


brary and Reading-Room.”* 
` CIRCLES. 


A portion of the time—day and evening—will be occupied at the Spiritual Rooms, 
No. 5 Great Jones street, in holding Circles, at which it is intended to have the ser- 
vices of the best Test Mediums in the country—so far as may be. The advantages of 
this arragement are, that while it will not interefere with mediums at their homes, it 
will give investigators an opportunity of consulting them at certain hours at a central 
point, Established rates for communications will not be interfered with, but remain 
the same. The names of mediums engaged, and the hours for holding circles, will be 
announced at the proper time. 

ORAL DISCUSSION. 

The Oral Discussion at Hartford, between Professor Brittan and Dr. Hanson, will be 
published on Saturday, the 24th inst. It will contain 143 pp., §vo.—bound in muslin, 
63 cents; paper, 38 cents; postage, 6 and 10 cents. Orders will be promptly attended 
to. S. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones street, N. Y. 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE. 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK, APRIL 24, 1858. 


Lerrras RecsiveD.—E. Dunbar, H. Robinson, E. G. Bartlett, O. Smalley, J. W. 
Short, H. A. Johnson, S. Graves, A. M. Dignowity, J. A. Deveau, J. Giles, J. Doolit- 
tle 2, O. H. Wellington, J. Haskell, P. Howe, C. Atwell, O. J. Mullen 2, J. Emersen, 
E. Currier, H. Holmes, A. Adams, D. A. Eddy, W. G. Heyer, C. A. Paul, J. W. Ful- 
ler, N. Weeks, M. L. Fort, J. D. Benton, B. B. Marshall, B. G. V., M. A. Townsend, 
E. Robinson, N. F. Sargent, G. Hibbard, Elsie, S. M. Chellis, S. Marshall, J. Eldridge, : 
D. H. Wright, C. B. Peckham, J. H. Stratton, H. H. Tator, D. G. Vose. W. Macart 


ney, A. Miltenberger, A. S. Taylor, J. W. Nutting, C. Hall, I. Wilkins, M. Parsons, 
S. J. Morton. 


Prospectus of Jamestown Institute. 


i The Institution now opening at Jamestown, Chautauque Co., N. Y., 
is designed to afford opportunities for the harmonious development 
of all the faculties of children of both sexes. The exercises, and 
modes cf unfolding character, will be original anà peculiar. Teachers 
have been selected whose views harmonize with those of the principal, 
and others will be obtained as fast as needed. 

Our first effort will be to secure the kealth and best training of the 
body, by carefully guiding the pupils to those amusements and em- 
ployments which perfect character, and develop the physical faculties, 
at the same time that they give delight. Dancing, for example, will 
infuse life, grace and agility, while it will amuse and harmonize. The 
garden, the workshop, and even the “ baby-house ’? may be made in- 
structive, and be the means of detecting and unfolding the qualities 
of the mind. While we in these ways instruct and amuse, we design 
by gymnastic exercises and attractive labor to give health and vigor. 
Children of feeble constitutions will be welcomed, fully assured that 
we can educate them, and at the same time continually improve their 
health. 

Next in importance we esteem the unfolding of the spiritual facul- 
ties of children, and impressing them with the idea that we should do 
our Father's will “ on earth as it is done in Heaven,” so far as we can 
comprehend it. And as the use of all our faculties and knowledge for 
the good of others can readily be understood as a sacred duty, provided 
the general conduct of the institution harmonizes with the idea, we 
shall hope to induce a desire in all to live for this end. 

The whole influence of the school and family will afford opportuni- 
ties to each scholar to show genius and peculiar ability where these 
exist; and we feel great confidence that we can ascertain the highest 
sphere of use for each child who is long enough in our care. If there 
are those born with inventive powers, or with the genius of a Farmer 
oran Artist, we shall be sure to findit. And when found, we shall 
seck to promote the best development of the strong point, consistently 
with a harmonious unfolding of the whole character. 

In the government of the school, we shall not-reward for peculiar 
excellence of character or attainment, nor punish for weakness, error, 
or wrongdoing ; but shall lead those who do well to feel that it is in 
consequence of superior abilities and blessings which have been be- 
stowed on them; and that it is their duty, and should be their pleasure, 
to aid and strengthen those who are not strong enough to do right. 
The personal influence of the Teachers will be directed to the same 
end; and thus a strong moral power will be exercised to win the erring 
to the love of truth, virtue, and beauty. We determine to secure an 
atmosphere in which the rank weeds that infest the moral characters 
of children shall wither and die. Our care of the physical health will 
aid us in attaining this. 

In the use of books, our aim will be to give them to the pupil as 
fast as he can digest and appropriate their contents. But we shall 
wish the child to feed the need of the truth before we urge it upon him, 
It will be our effort to awaken the faculties to DESIRE intellectual 
and spiritual food, and then to furnish it. In that part of the train- 
ing which consists in the acquisition of facts, we shall adopt a system- 
atic course for strengthening the memory by accustoming it to retain 
interesting facts, and those ONLY which the mind can comprehend. 

Our terms will be Four Dollars per week for board and tuition in 
the most necessary branches, including Vocal Music, Dancing, and 
Practical and Theoretical Agriculture, all of which will be taught to 
both sexes as rapidly as possible. 

As we shall need a supply of Books, Musical Instruments, Lumber 
Stock, Provisions, and almost every article of commerce and product 
of labor, we will be glad to receive any proposition to meet the ex- 
penses of pupils by furnishing any of the above articles. 

Payment in all cases quarterly in advance. 

Pupils will be received at any time after April 25th, but the regular 
exercises of the school will commence Monday, May 10th. Pupils 
will also be received at any time during the term. Passengers from 
the West will take stage at Westfield, on the Lake Shore Railroad ; 
those from the Eastat Little Valley, on New York and Erie Railroad ; 
and those from the pore Northern Roads will take stage from Dun- 
kirk or Westfield. 

N. B.— During the first term, a few parents will be received as 
boarders, if it is desirable to accompany the children. 

? -0. H. WELLINGTON, 


FRIENDS OF LIBERTY! LOVERS OF GOOD READIRG!! 
SUBSCRIBE FOR THE SPINDLE CITY IDEA. 

A spicy, original weekly paper, published at Lowell, Mass., the only Journal pub- 
lished in New England, which manfully battles for the rights of mechanics and opera- 
tives. 

ar Everybody can take it. Only 50 cents a year; 25 cents for six months; 1$ 
cents for three mouths; invariably in advance. 

itt Address Epiton SPINDLE Crrr Inea, Lowell, Mass. 


REMOVAL! REMOVAL! 

DR. A. B. NEWCOMB, HEALING MEDIUM, has removed from No.2 Suffolk 
Place, and taken rooms at the Unitary Home, 25 Eliot street. Patients will contin- 
ue tobe treated with the same successful plan of practice hitherto pursued by Dr. N. 
under the direction of the higher Intelligences. In addition to this, the benefits of a 
quiet and harmonial heme may be secured to those who, with personal treatment, 
may desire pleasant rooms and board ata moderate charge. Patients will confer a 
favor by giving notice in advance of their coming. 17—tf | 


MRS. HATCH!S DISCOURSES. 
First, series, 312 pp, 12 mo., is just published and for sale by 8. T. Munson, 5 
Great Jones street, New York Agent. Price :1—postage l‘cts. 17—tf 


WANTED. 
Good and reliable Test Mediums, with whom permanent and satisfactory arrange - 
ments will be made. Address or call upon S. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones St., New 
York. Ww—tr 


PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION. 

Spiritualism and the Opposition, at Hartford, between S. B. Brittan, and Dr. D- D. 
Hanson. Price 35 cents. Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses on Religion, Morals, Philosophy, 
and Metaphysics. Price $1.00. The -Mistake of Christendom; or Jesus and his 
Gospel before Paul and Christianity. Price $1.00. Just published, and for sale by 
BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 1i—tr 


COTTAGE TO LET IN MALDEN, 
21-2 miles from Boston. 
A neat Cottage, containing six rooms, with barn and other out-buildings attached, 
Rent $200. For particulars inquire at the office of the 
(Boston, April 15, 1858. 


MRS. METTLER’S MEDICINES. 

Restorative Syrup—Price $1 per bettle. Dysentery Cordial—5Q ceats. Elisir., 
50 cts. Neutralizing Mizture—50 cents. Pulmonaria—$l. Liniment—$} 
Healing Ointment—25 cents per box. For sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Brom 
field street, Boston. 14—tt 


pleasantly located in Malden, 
Spiritual dge. 


$50 REWARD! 

I will pay any test-medium fifty dollars, who will inform me of the whereabouts of 
GILBERT MULLEN, who left South Dover, Dutchess Co., N. Y., in 1839. He is sup- 
posed to go under the name of Morgan at present. He was in Ashtabula, Ohio, when 
last heard from. Send your answers, when obtained, to O. J. MULLEN, Wayne Sta- 


tion, Du Page Co., Ill. 16—tf 


PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION. 
SPIRITUALISM AND THE OPPOSITION 


On trial before the same tribunal. 
It Is the privilege of all to read and the right of every one to judge. 
The recent Oral Discussion at Hartford between S. B. Brittany, of The Spiritua 
Aye, and Dr. D. D. Hanson, of the Free Congregational Church of that city, is mow 
in press, and will be published in a few days. It will make an elegant octavo book ef 
about 150 pages, printed on fine paper and suitably bound. The price will be 3$ cents 
single copies. A discount of one-third will be allowed to the trade, and to those whe 
purchase a number of copies for gratuitous distribution. Let the friends and opposera 
of Spiritualism send on their orders without delay, addressed to 3. T. MUNSON & CO., 
No. 5 Great Jones street, New York. 
Yre Send six cent postage stamps when the book is to be forwarded by mail. 


SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. § GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK. 
Office of the Spiritual Age. 

§.T. MUNSON & Ca., Agents, second door East of Broadway, oppesite the La- 
Farge, keep all the Reform Publications, together with a splendid assortment of Spirit- 
ual Books, all of which will be sold at the lowest publisher's prices for cash. All pea- 
sons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, will find it for their advan 
tage to send their orders to Munson & Co., who will give instant attention te the de 
mands of their customers. Subscriptions received for all 

Spiritual and Reform Papers and Serial Publications. 

Books and other merchandise ordered at ourestaljishment, not excepting Miscela- 
neous and School Books, Stationery, &c., will be sent through the post office, by the 
press, or in private hands, as may be directed, without delay, and all papers and peii 
odicals forwarded as soon as published. 

All Spiritualists and Reformers whovisit New York, are requested to call, immedi- 
ately on their arrival, at Munson & Co.’s, for the purpose of registering their names 
By this means they may become known to the friends in this city, and thus their in 
terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted. 


12 


Merchants and others from different parts of the country, who want any of the 
Spiritual papers, should call at the office of The Spiritual Aye, and subscribe. The 
location is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that our custom 
ers are not required to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find 

&.T.MUNBON & CO.. Agents, No. 5 Great Jones street, N. Y. 
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Entertaining and Instructide. 


THE IMPROVISATRICE ; 
OR, 


THE ARTIST’S DAUGHTER. 
A TALE OF RHINELAND. 


[We copy the following from & small volume entitled Curioso’s Tales, 
published by Phillips & Sampson, Boston. It is a translation from the 
German of Braun. Though written more especially for the young, the 
sweet and pure spiritual atmosphere that pervades it will be refreshing 


to all classes of readers. ] 

There was once a poor artist who lived in the village of) 
Ehrenbreitstein, on the banks of the Rhine. He had been 
married six yeags to a lovely woman, who was the joy of his 
heart and the light of his home; she appreciated his art and 
stimulated his exertions; she never annoyed him by complain- | 
ing of poverty, but in many a secret hour of labor contrived 
to procure means to relieve their real wants. The artist loved | 
his wife even more than his art, for she seemed the soul that 
embodied and created his ideas; she seemed to lend wings to | 
his genius, which without her could not free itself from the 
chilly atmosphere of earth. 

Soon after the sixth celebration of their nuptial day, the 
wife was taken ill and died. We will draw a veil between us | 
and the sorrow of the husband; it is too holy to be profaned 
by curious eyes. He buried his treasure ae warm bosom. 
of the earth,.and over her resting place planted love’s own 
flower, the forget-me-not. For days he remained alone with : 
his grief; he would take no food, would see no one; then he 
resolved he would’ live no longer; in his despair he went to | 
the river side, determined to lay down life and end his mis- 
ery. , 

The Rhine flashed and rippled in the morning light; the 
blue waters of the Moselle united here with her dusky broth- j 
er; the bridge of boats swung to and fro, as stately steamers | 
or white-sailed sloops passed over the proud river. The ca- 
thedral bells of Coblentz rang out the hour for mass, and 
the boatmen uncovered their heads as the sacred sound 
greeted them over the water. But the artist only saw the | 
river rolling at his feet, and thought how soon it would bear 
away his lifeless body; his arms were lifted to make the fatal | 
plunge, when a sweet voice rang on his ear, calling, “ Father! 
father!” He turned to see his little Julie, his only child, run- ; 
ning towards him; her voice won him back to earth; she had 

„saved him. Her face was like her mother’s; the same large ! 
hazel eyes beamed beneath the low brow, over which hung long , 
golden curls; the same sweet mouth dimpled with smiles the 
rosy cheeks; and as Julie stood there, with her little arms | 
outstretched towards her father, his heart was once more | 
warmed into life by this ray of hope and love. He caught | 
her to his heart, and covered her face with kisses mingled with | 
tears. Julie looked up, and said,— 


“Dear papa, I came to téll you a dream I had last night. : 
I saw my dariing mamma; she came to me in a dress so white | 
it dazzled like flame; wings like rainbows were on her shoul- | 
ders; she had in her handa crystal vase filled with little 
shining stones; she took a silver thread from her arm, and ! 
strung them together, and then I saw they were beads like | 
those the Virgin wears in the cathedral; she lifted my head, 
and put the beads around my neck, and said, ‘ My child, these 
pearls are the tears your father has wept for me; they are 
holy ; I bring them to you to keep you from all bad spirits; 
whilst you wear them you will be gifted with power few mor- 
tals possess. But you must be good and true; you must lis- | 
ten to the voices sent to teach you, and obey without question. | 
If you forget my words, you will lose both father and mother.’ 
Then a cloud fell about mamma, and I slept till late this morn- 
ing. When I awoke there was nothing round my neck. Was 
it oniy a dream, papa?” 

“I know not, my Julie. Never forget it, for if only a 
dream, it was a vision of your mother, and that is worth all, 
the reality of life.” 

After this, Roemmer (for this was the artist’s name) permit- 
ted Julie to accompany him inall his wanderings; but his 
melancholy deepened; nothing could arouse or interest him. 
One day he took Julie to visit an old aunt residing at Kapel- 
Jen, the little village at the foot of the castle of Stolzenfels. 
Here he made arrangements for her to remain, telling her he 
must go away for a short time, but would return again. Julie 
was left in charge of a kind-hearted woman; she lived quite 
alone, and was'glad to have a companion; she was poor, re- 
ceiving from the government a small pension as the widow of 
aman who had held some state office. Days, weeks, and 
months were passed by Julie, watching and waiting for her 
father ; still he did not return, and at length the poor child al- 
most ceased to expect him. She passed her time wandering 
over the mountains, amongst old ruins and wild forests, follow- 
ing the course of the Rhine in and out of the green islands 
formed by its rushing waters. Every haunt in the forests, ev- 
ery stone of the ruins, were familiar to her. Julie had no 
companions, but the birds sang to her more than sweet tones; 
she understood their unrevealed language; they told her of the 
spirits of the air, who ministered to the wants of the children 
of men; and though she could not see these radiant beings, she 
knew they were about her, and she looked into the deep blue 
heavens with reverence and childish trust. These were Julie’s 
teachers; these the voices which her mother promised should 
direct her; she learned from them that the necklace of pearls 
still clasped her neck, but she could not see it. The birds 
taught her to sing, and the flowers revealed to her the powers 
of weaving her thoughts into verse; her voice would gush out 
into melodies so wonderfully sweet and rare that the old aunt 
would pause to listen, and ask in wonder where Julie learned 
Julie would reply that the spirits of the earth 
and air taught her, but she had promised never to reveal the 
seerct. This invariable answer to her questions at length 
alarmed the good woman; she sent for her confes-or to bring 
holy water to sprinkle on the child. The priest was a good 
and learned man; he questioned Julie, and listened to her 
singing ; he saw she was gifted with singular and uncommon 
talents, and proposed to teach her to read and write, and to 
place her under the care of the capel-meister, to cultivate her 
wonderful voice. The aunt readily assented, and Julie in spite 
of her entreaties, was obliged to yield to the discipline of 
school and study hours. Now she had but one day in the 
week for her wanderings; then like a bird let loose, she would 
fly to her favorite haunts, and refresh her wearied mind. And 
here, too, Julie learned patience and obedience; the voices 
she loved whispered to her censolation ; they told her to be 
good and true, and bear uncomplainingly the burdens sent by 
her heavenly Father. ` 

Julie performed her tasks cheerfully, and made great prog- 
ress in her studies. She could not so readily follow the in- 
structions of the musie master; it was impossible for her to 
forget the bird voices and songs of the flowers; her soul was 


her songs. 


filled with harmonies heard in the forest and on the mountain 
tops; und what to her was the most perfect orchestra of in- 
struments or choir of voices? 

Julie had not forgotten her father; she longed and yearned 
to behold him again. Years had passed and nothing had been 
heard of him; inquiry had been made for him in vain. Julie kad 
asked the winds, the waves, the trees, flowers, birds, to tell her 
of her father ; they answered her, it was impossible to reveal 
the future; that life was unfolded day by day, and its evil as its 
good was enough for the passing hour. 

Julie was now a child no longer; fifteen summers had deep- 


! ened the shadows of her eyes, and darkened to chestnut brown 


the golden curls; childhood’s rosy cheek had paled, and the 
mouth was less perfectly rounded, but more tremulous in its 
curves. 

One day, as Julie wandered amidst the ruins of Stolzenfels, 
a party of young men met her; one of them stood before her 
as if struck with wonder and astonishment, exclaiming, as he 
lifted his hat, The very face of that picture! the living im- 
age I have so long sought!” Julie knew little of the ways of 
the world, but she felt embarrassed at the words and fixed 
gaze of the young man; she turned and fled down the hill, not 
knowing why she was so agitated and frightened. Returning 
home, she related her adventure to the old aunt, who, after 
some reflection, said the young man might refer to some pic- 
ture painted by Roemmer, Julie’s father, as she remembered 
he frequently painted his wife’s face in his pictures, and Julie 
was now the very image of her mother. At evening, Julie stood 
in the cottage door; her thoughts were with her father; a 
yearning desire to know more of him filled her soul; suddenly 
a strange voice greeted her; she turned and saw the stranger 
from whose gaze she had fled in the morning. With a cry of 
delight she exclaimed, “ O sir, tell me of the picture! was it 
my father’s?” Surprised at such a greeting, the young man 
looked at her a moment in silence, then said: “ I came to beg 
your pardon for my insulting rudeness this morning. I have 
in my possession a picture of a young girl at a spinning wheel; 
the face is so true a likeness of your own that on suddenly 
mecting you this morning I forgot everything in the surprise 
and pleasure of having found the original.” 

“ But who was the artist?” interrupted Julie. 

«The artist's name is Roemmer.” 

« My father!” exclaimed Julie. “O, where was it painted? 
where did you find it?” 

“ I bought it a year since,” returned the young man, “at 
Baden. The picture was exhibited at a bookseller’s; I was 
told the artist was poor, and needed money. I afterwards en- 
deavored to find him, but he had removed to another lodging, 
and no one seemed to know where he was.” 


“A year ago; then my father lives! Poor did you say? 
My father! O, where shall I seek him?” 

The oldMady now appeared, and having heard all the stran- 
ger said of the picture, explained to him the cause of Julie’s 
agitation; he offered to go in search of the artist, to do any- 
thing in his power to aid them. Julie thanked him, but said 
if her father lived she would find him; that she alone could 
seek him. When the stranger departed, she smiled sadly as 
she said farewell; she knew at his second coming she should 
be far away ; for even then she determined to depart at day- 
break secretly and alone, and search through the world till she 
found her father. 

Four months after this, in that quarter of the city of Dres- 
den inhabited by the poor and wretched, in an attic room sat 
The naked and broken walls 
were concealed by sketches on panel and canvass; an easel 
stood before the shabby window, on which was an unfinished 
painting of Psyche opening the fatal casket of Prosperine, 
when returning from Hades. The girl reclining at the feet of 
the old man might have passed for the Psyche glowing out 
from the canvass; her pale, exquisitely moulded face was un- 
earthly in its beauty, like that of Psyche, telling of long suf 
fering, weary watchings, and patient endurance. But now 
the soul had overcome all obstacles, and from every feature 
beamed love, pure, unselfish love. Julie had found her father. 
In these brief months she had known the bitterness of disap- 
pointment, had endured scorn, jeers, insult, and cruel indiffer- 
ence, had been stung by poverty and want; but all was forgot- 
ten when at last he was found. In that wretched dwelling 
she found her father, alone, forsaken, ill, bereft of reason. She 
had watched over him day and night, tended him as only a 
loving woman can minister to sorrow and suffering, and at 
length he recovered to find the guardian angel by his side was 
his own Julie, his long-neglected, aimost forgotten child. The 
star of his life, his loved wife, seemed to have returned from 
the land of the blessed to lift his soul from the gloom and 
darkness of years. Gradually strength returned to the artist, 
and now that we see them in their humble dwelling, he has 
left his bed for the first time since Julie’s coming. Well might 
her face beam with Jove and hope! i 

“ Tell me, Julie,” said the artist, after a long silence, “ by 
what means do we exist? You must be very poor my cbild. 
Does some fairy provide all these comforts ?” 


an old man and young girl. 


“Yes, dearest father, a fairy. Will you see her?” and she 
brought a lute which she had constructed in her wanderings. 
“Fairy and I go often into the streets where gay people live, 
and we often fill our box with silver groschen from their purs- 
es. You never heard me sing; may I sing to you to-day 7” 

“Sing, my darling; I ask no greater happiness than to lis- 
ten to your sweet voice.” . 


Julie sang. She told of her solitary childhood, of the angel 
voices that censoled her, of the beautiful world revealed to her, 
of yearnings for her father, of her long, wearisome wanderings 
and search, of her love, hope and happiness. The artist list- 
ened entranced. Was it his child? could a mortal be thus 
gifted? He feared to move, to speak, to breathe, lest he should 
awake to find he was but dreaming; lest the frenzy which had 
for years tortured him should have returned to cheat his sense. 
Julie’s song ceased; she extended’ her arms towards her fa- 
ther. With a wild cry he sprang to his feet, he folded her to 
his heart, and comprehended for the first time what a treasure 


Heaven had sent him in his child. 


Julie unfolded to him gradually the teachings of her youth. 
All that had been previously incomprehensible and mysterious 
to him in nature now was revealed; he longed to pursue his 
art with the new inspiration and life he received through his 
child. He determined for her sake to accomplish something 
which should exist when he was dust; that should influence 
witir mighty power generations of unborn souls, wherever souls 
might be found to love the true and beautiful. Alas! it was 
too late. 

Julie’s voice had attracted the attention of the manager of 
the Royal Theatre of Dresden, as she sang in the street; he 
followed her home, and ascertained that her talent was most 
wonderful as an improvisatrice; he knew how great a charm 
novelty was to the pleasure-secking people of the city; he 


S 


“experienced hand, who has done the upholstery for this establishment for 17 years. 


proposed to Julie to sing a certain number of nights on trial, 
and if successful, he promised to enter into an engagement 
with her which would place her above want. Julie thought 
only of her father; for his sake she would have given life 
itself; she consented, hoping for success that she might be en- 
abled to surround him with comforts. 

When it was known in Dresden that a - young and beautiful 
girl was to make her debut at the Royal Theatre as an impro- 
visatrice, curiosity and interest were excited; as the manager 
had anticipated, every seat in the house was taken, and on the 
eventful evening an impatient audience awaited the appearance 
of the new star. 

The curtain rose; a pale, delicate girl stood before the foot- 
lights. “A stranger amongst strangers, she was received in si- 
lence. Poor Julie! for the first time in her life a chill sensa- 
tion of fear crept over her; she trembled and faltered. A 
green ivy leaf fluttered from the stage box, and fell at her 
feet. She took up the leaf, and looked at the box where her 
father’s wan face gazed down on her; was it the leaf whis- 
pering to her, or was it his smile that thrilled her with life? 
She closed her eyes a moment, and then from her parted lips 
there burst a wild, soul-stirring melody ; strain on strain, verse 
on verse, followed, bending and waving with the melodies as a 
flower caressed by the summer breeze. Julie was the embod- 
ied spirit of song; for a moment she seemed more a vision of 
celestial beauty than a child of earth. 

Never had the Royal Theatre rung with louder or more en- 
thusiastic applause. Julie had no rival in the firmament that 
night. She scarcely heeded the triumph which greeted her ; 
hastening to her father, his embrace was worth all the world 
beside. 

Months passed, and Julie had become the idol of the music- 
loving people of Dresden; night after night she was welcomed 
and listened to with new delight; she was flattered, courted, 
caressed, but she was true to her father; she never forsook 
him, never forgot him; his health and strength were gradually 
decreasing, yet he could not live out of Julie’s presence; he 
accompanied her to the theatre till weakness forced him to re- 
Julie bad never thought of herself, or she 
would have been startled at the change this constant exertion 


main at home. 


made in her appearance. At night, when radiant in beauty, 


she appeared before the admiring crowd, few there were who | 


suspected that with the inspired song life was passing swiftly : 
away ! ` l 

One evening, as Julie was leaving her father, he said to her, 
“ Come back soon to me, my treasure, for I feel strangely ill 
and gloomy to-night.” Julie took a flower from her bosom, 
and said, “ Here, dear father, this shall cheer you till I come. 
Ina few nights my engagement will be ended; then we will 
go to our loved Rhineland, and there you will grow strong’ 
and young again.” A pang shot through her loving heart as 
she thought how ill and weak he was, and how little availed 
either medical skill or her tender watchfulness to bring health 
or strength. | 

That night Julie sang as she had never sung before; the ! 
audience hung breathless on every note. Words and melody ' 
thrilled to the very soul; the air seemed music, and, floating 
there, shapes of beauty were pictured in rapid succession by Ț 
the inspired singer. When she ceased, all rose to their feet by, 
one impulse, waving handkerchiefs; garlands, flowers were of- 
fered asa tribute to her genius. Julie remembered her father’s 
entreaty to come to him, and: strange forebodings filled her. 
soul for him. She hastened away; breathless with haste and | 
fear she entered the little room—her world, her home. Rais- l 
ing himself from his pillow as he heard her enter, the artist 
clasped his arms about his child; she heard him call her “his 
loved one! his life!” then the arms loosened their hold. Julie l 
looked on that dear face; a smile of celestial beauty lingered 
there, but it was the glory of a soul departed; he was dead! ; 

With a cry of agony she fell beside him ; darkness gathered ! 
round her; then suddenly she seemed envelsped in a cloud of 
light, and there appeared to her two radiant beings ; she knew 
them both; father and mother awaited her with outstretched 
arms}; a Voice of unearthly sweetness rang through her soul, ; 
‘© Come home!” 

The next morning father and child were found side by side, 
sleeping that last, sleep which promises new life beyond the 
valley of the shadow of death. 
ee 


$200,000 WORTH OF CARPETS!! 
AT ANDERSON’S TEN SPACIOUS SALES ROOMS, 
No. 99 Bowery, New York. 
This sis the largest Establishment in the United States, where Carpets are 
sold at the cheapest rates. (Will be sold at a great sacrifice). 
LOUK AT THE FOLLOWING CASI PRICES! 
English Velvet Carpeting, $1.12 1-2, $1.25, $1 37 1-2 per yard. 
English Brussels Carpets, 75c, 80c, 90c, to $1. 1 
Three-Ply Carpetings, 87 1-2c, $1. ` 
Beautiful Ingrain Carpets, 31c, 40c, 50c, 60c. 
Floor Oil Cloths, 30c, 37 1-2c, 50c, 60c. 
White and Checked Matting, Mats, Rugs, Window Shades, Druggets, Table and Pi- 
Goods packed and 


ano Covers, and Corn Matting for Churches—all at low prices! 
shipped, free of expense! 
N. B. AN articles warranted as represented. Upholstery executed promptly, byan 


EF Families visiting the great metropolis should cali and examine the enormous 
stock of Carpets. HIRAM ANDERSON, No. 99 Bowery, 
16—t 30 Sign of the lurgest Gold Eagle in America, 


HOPEDALE HOME SCHOOL. 

On account of the premature closing of the Winter Term of this Institution, occa- 
sioned by sickness among the pupils, the next (Summer) Term will commence on 
Wednesday, April 21st, two weeks in advance of the usual time, and continue twelve 
weeks. Inorder to secure a place, application must be made at an early date. For 
Circulars containing further information address 


Hopedale, Milford. Mass., 
March 29, 1353, 


MRS. METTLER’S PRESCRIPTIONS. 
DR. S. D. GRANT, NO. 524 MAIN STREET, HARTFORD. 
Having opened a store at the above number for the sale of Medicines generally, and | 
especially of Borasic and EcLectic REMEDIES, I am prepared to put up prescriptions 
I am especially authorized to say 


Ws. S. Warwoop, 


ABBIE S. Harwoop, } Principals. 


15—3t 


and to forward them to any part of the country. 
that Mrs. METTLER will not take any responsibility for the prescriptions she gives, if 
She takes this course in order that 
Complaints have been made 
of the failure of her Remedies, when the fault has been directly traced to the incorrect 


the Medicines are obtained elsewhere in this city. 
the patients, as well as herself, may be fairly dealt with. 


manner in which her prescriptions hare been put up, impure and vitiated articles hay 
ing been used, and, not unfrequently, other medicines substituted, by persons who have 
put up the prescription for those she has prescribed. This has operated with manifest 
injustice, and it is to avoid these inaccuracies of the drug shops that the establishment 
of the undersigned has been opened. 

I have just received from W. S. MERRILL & Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, every variety 
of their celebrated CONCENTRATED MEDICINES}į also, a large steck from the New Leb 
anon Society of Shakers, fresh and genuine. None but the very best shall be kept by 
me. . DR. S. D. GRANT. 

MRS. METTLER'S MEDICINES~—Restorative Syrup, Dysentery Cordial, Pulmo 
naria, Neutraliziug Mixture, Cholera Elixir, Liniment, Ointment, Plasters, &c., always 
on hand, fresh from the factory. 12—tf 


SPIRIT-REMEDY FOR DYSPEPSIA. 

A recipe for the eNectual cure ofthis distressing complaint, simple in its prepara- 
tion, inexpensive, and purely vegetable, will be forwarded to any address on receipt of 
six red stamps. This remedy has been, and is now, being used with the greatest suc 
cess in this class of cases, a 
the undersigned, who desires to give it tothe public on the above condition, knowing 
Address (with stamps enclosed) A. B. Newcoxun, 


—tf 


nd was given by spirit power through the mediumship of 


great good will result from its use. 
2S Eliot street, Boston, Mass. 


DELINEATIONS OF CHARACTER 
With a new Chart, arranged according to the Seven Temperaments. Also 
Clairvoyant Eraminations. Address R. P. WILSON, 393 Fourth Av 
enue, New York. z lm 


Terms, $2. 


DRES. ORTON AND REDMAN 
Have associated themselves together for the practice of Medicine, in all its depart 
ments. Office, No 58 West 12th street, between 6th and 7th Avenues, New York.” 
J. R. ORTON, M. D. ltf G. à. REDMAN, M. D. 


MES. METTLER‘S MEDICINES. 

All these remedies are compounded according to Mrs. Mettler’s directions, given 
while in a state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, and perfectly safe under 
all circumstances. 4 

Mrs. Mettler’s Restorative Syrup.—For an impure state of the blood, derange- 
ment of the Secretions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Slck and Nervous 
Headache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, etc. . Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs Mettler’s Dysentery Cordial.—A Stomach and Bowel Corrector. Price per 
boctle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Celebrated Elixir.—For Cholera, Colic Pains, Cramps of the i 
Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neuralgic Pains, Bilious Stomach, Fever and į 
Ague, and internal injuries. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs Mettler’s Neutralizing Mixture.—F¥or Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of the 
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Pulmonaria.—For Colds, Irritation of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi- 
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, 31. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Healing Ointment.—For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cuts and Wounds | 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheum, Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breasts or 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, Chapped Hands or Chaffing. Price per box, 25 į 
cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Remarkable and Unprecedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakness of several parts of the human system, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, 
Rheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Joints, Spas- 
modic Contractions, etc.,etc. Price per bottle, $1. Š 

Jaurs McCLesTER, Proprietor. 
8. T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 


SPIRITUALISM. , 
MRS. A. BANKER (late Miss Seabring), CELEBRATED TEST MEDIUM. 
WM. W. BANKER, MEDICAL AND SPIRITUAL CLAIBVOYANT. 
Test circles daily, from 10 A. M. to 10 P. M.—483 Broapway, Room No. 13, Third 
Floor. > Private Circles attended. 13—3m 


MRS. C. L. NEWTON, HEALING MEDIUM, 


Has fully tested her powers, and will sit forthe cure of diseases of a chronic nature, 
by the laying on of hands, Acute pains instantly relieved by spirit-power. Chronie 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Diseases, Pains in the Side, Disease of the 
Liver, Nervous Prostration, Headache, &c. Terms for each sitting, $1.00. Hours 
from 9 A. M. to3 P. M. Will visit families if required. No. 26 West Dedham street, j 
two doors from Washington street, Boston. + o—tf 


MES. J. E. KELLOGG, SPIRIT MEDIUM, 
625 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
Hours from 10 A. M. to 1 P.M. On Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday eve- 
nings from 7 to 9. By previous engagement only, from 4 to 6 P. M. 5r 


i 


5—tf 


ROOMS FOR MEDIUMS. 

To let, at No. 6 Warren Square; two parlors, furnished in handsome style. Will be | 

leased singly or together. Also, an office on the first floor, suitable for a healing me- 
dium, and severAl chambers. 4—tf 


MRS. E. J. FRENCH, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN. 

Mrs. French is now permanently locatedat No.8 Fourth Avenue, near 8th street, 
New York, where she continues daily to make examinations and prescribe for the sick 
with great success. Parties from a distance, or who from severe illness cannot visit | 
her at her rooms, are requested to enclose a lock of hair and at least one of the prom- 
Examination and prescription $5, invariably in advance. 

MRS. FRENCH’S MEDICINES. 
These really valuable vegetable compounds (as the testimony of hundreds of living 


inent symptoms. 


witnesses will prove,) are still prepared with great care by the subscriber, who, after 
nearly five years’ experience and observation, feels not only warranted in giving them | 
a still wider circulation, but a duty he owes to suffering humanity, to make them more | 
generally known. With this view we have recently simplified the classification for 
general use. a 

Lung and Cough Syrup—For Bronchigl and Lung Affections, Coughs, Colds, t 
Whooping Cough, Croup, &c. = 

The Nerve Vital Fluids, classified as Nos. 3 and 5. No.3—For impurities of the | 
Blood, Liver and Kidney Affections, Headache, Dyspepsia, General Nervous Debility, 
and for all diseases where the stomach is implicated. 

No. 5—For Tic Doloreux, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, St. Vitus Dance, Palsy, Cramp, | 
Colic, Cholera Morbus, and all severe nervous affections. 

Chill Fever Mixture.—This remedy is invaluable. Unlike most remedies for this 
disease, it leaves no sting behind. | 

The External Fluid —As an external application for the alleviation of pain and i 
soreness, for sprains, bruises, &c., this fluid is unequalled, and should be in every 
family. 

Salves.—We have a variety of Salves and Liniments, for Cutaneous Eruptions, Fel- 
ons, White Swellings; Boils, Bealings, &c.; also for Piles and Corns. Price 25 cents 
per box. 2 

These fluids are sold at $1 per bottle. Packages of six bottles securely boxed and 
sent by express to all sections of the country for $5. A liberal discount to agents. 

S. CULBERTSON, Agent, No. 8 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 

I have recently fitted up, and have now in full operation at No. 8 Fourth Avenue, ; 
New York, Oriental Baths. These baths cannot be too highly appreciated as reme 
dial agents for many couditions of the human organism, while as a mere luxury they 


are unequalled. &. CULBERTSON. 


CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 
Successfully Cured by Inhaling Cold Medicated Fapors. 

DR. ANDREW STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung Institute, inventor of the cele- 
brated Pulmometer, or Lung Tester, and editor of the “ Invalid’s Oracle,” is treat- 
ing with astonishing success, all Diseases of the Lungs, the Throat and Heart, Asth- 
ma, Bronchitis, Laryngitis, and Tubercular Consumption, with his new discovered sys- 
tem of Cold Medicated Vapors, which are breathed directly into the lungs and the seat i 
of disease. 

This discovery is based upon true scientific principles. The vapors are so prepared 
and composed, as to dissolve tubercular matter in the lungs and cause it to be expec- j 
torated,—at the same time it traverses every minute air tube and cell, and ulcerated | 
cavern in the lungs, causing them to heal, quieting the cough, subduing the night 
sweats, the hectic fever and chills. 

Consumption, that all prevailing disease, which is now carrying one hundred thous- 
and annually in the United States, to a premature grave, and which brings the black 
pall over so many families, blights so many young hearts and blasts so many pros- 
pects, is now as curable in my hands, under my system of treatment, as any other dis- 
ease, if adopted in any prudent season, before the vital energies of the constitution 
are too far depressed. 

Packages of Vapors—with all the treatment and inhaler, with both written and 
printed advice for a three months’ course, $25,—for one month, $15. 

or Dr. Stone is permitted to refer to the New York Editor of the Age for informa- 
tion respecting the nature and success of his treatment by the inhalation of cold med- 
icated vapors. Address, Dr. ANDREW STONE, 

No. 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. 


LIFE OF A SEER. FIFTH EDITION. 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS. 
ENTITLED “THE MAGIC STAFF.” 

THIS Volume gives an accurate and rational account of the Social, Psychological, ; 
and Literary career of the Author, beginning with his first memories, and ascend 
ing, step by step, through every subsequent year, to the present period. Some idea of 
the Work may be derived from the following : 

Of those strange events which have marked the Author's most private and interior 
experiences, the descriptions are marvellously beautiful, and the whole is distinguished | 


by a style at once simple and pathetic, romantic and familiar, original and entertain- 
Illustrated. Price, $1.25. 
Orders will be promptly filled by the Publishers. 


ing. The Volume contains 552 pages, 12mo. 


J. S. BROWN & CO., 
No. 22 Frankfort street, New York. 


Single copies sent by mail, postage free. 


A. C. STILES, M. D., BRIDGEPORT, CONN., 


INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, 
Guarantees a true diagnosis of the disease of the person before him, or no fee will ; 
be claimed. 
Terms to be strictly observed.—For Clairvoyant examination and prescription, 
when the patient is present, $2. For Psychometric delineations of character, $2. To 
insure attention, the fee and a postage stamp must in all cases be advanced. 


A HOME FOR THE AFFLICTED, 
HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS 

DR. W. T. OSBORN, Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, who hasheen very success- 
ful in curing the sick, treats with unprecedented success, by the laying on of hands, 
in connectlon with other new and invaluable remedies, all Chronic Diseases, such as 
Consumption, Liver Complaint, Scrofula, Rheumhtism, Gout, Neuralgia, Paralysis 
and Heart Complaint. Diseases considered incurable by the Medical Faculty, readily 
yield to his new and powerful remedies. Persons desiring board and treatment can 
be accommodated. Terms for an examination at the office, $1—by letter, $2. Hours 
from 9 A. M. to 7 P.M. Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, Boston. 


MES. L. W. KEMLO, 


HEALING MEDIUM AND ELECTRICIAN, 
No. 84 BeprorpD Strerer (Fronting on the Square in Summer street), Boston. 


Invalids may rest assured that Mrs. K. is fully qualified, by study and experience, 
to treat disease successfully; nor is she surpassed in her examinations, prescriptions : 
and success, by any known Medium. She prepares the medicines necded, thus pre- | 
venting mistakes, saving much time and trouble, 


N. B. Consultations and examinations free of charge. 16—tf 
1 
FOUNTAIN OF HEALTH. 
R. P. WILSON---P. A. FERGUSON, HEALING MEDIUMS. 
Office hours from 9 to 12 and 2 to 5. 393 Fourth Avenue, New York. Im 


SSS 
GEORGE ATKINS, 
HEALING MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT PIIYSICIAN, 
WEBSTER, Mass. 
TerMs—Examination when the patient is present, $1; by lock of hair, $3, in ad- 
vance. 12—tf 


C. HAZELTINE, PIANO FORTE TUNER. 
Orders may be left at Tulman's, 219 Washington street, or at Putnam’s, 456 Wash 
ington street. Mr. H. gives iustruction in singing, and in playing the piano and vio- 
lin. 10—3m 


DES. BROWN, DENTAL SURGEONS, 
24 1-2 WINTER STREET, BALLOU’S BUILDING, 
rr Patients Psychologized or Entraneed, and operations performed without pain. 


D. Marsh's Catalogue. 


BELA MARSH, 


No. 14 Bromfield Street, Boston, 


Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publishers’ prices, the Boeks named 
the following list of Spiritual works, together with many others suitable for the 
times. All new publications received as svon as issued, and the trade upplied at a 
liberal discount. Orders are respectfully solicited. 


A Beautiful Gift Book. The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers. Received 
chiefiy through the Mediumship of Mrs J.S. Adams. By A. B. Child, 3M. D.— 
“Cold, cold must be the heart that does not soften at the repeated coming and 
soang of angel footsteps.”—Flora. In various bindings. Price 85 cents, $1; and 


Warren Chase’s New Book: “The Life Li 
or, Autobiography of the World’s Child.” Price Riv of the Lone Ons 


Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture at Newburyport. Price 15 cants. 

Woodman’s Three Lectures in reply to Dr. Dwight’s sermon on Spiritual 
isn. Price 25 cents. 

A Review of I, E. Dwinell’s Sermon i iritualism 
J.H. W. Toohey.” Price 15 cents. against Spiritu SRy 


The Psalms of Life. A compilation of Psalms, Hymns, Chants, &c., embodying 
the Spiritual, Progressive, and Reformatory sentiments of the present age. By 
John 8. Adams. Price 75 cents. 


i The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, 160 pages. Price in boards 3% cents 


single ; $3.50 per dozen. 
Modern Spiritualism. Its facts and fanaticisms, its consistencies and contra 
dictions ; with an Appendix. By E. W.. Capron. Price $1.00 


The Spirit Minstrel. By J. B. Packard and J.S. Loveland. Price in paper 
covers, 25c 3 in cloth backs, 38c. 


What’s o’clock? Modern Spiritual Manifestations. Are they in accordance with 
reason and past revelation? Price 15 cents. y” y 


The Magic Staff; An Autobiography of Andrew 
Price $1.25. 

Eo poy igmentalearewe to tnpeant qncton, by Antew 

The Present Age and Inner Life. By A.J. Davis. Price $1. 

The Harmonial Man, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 30 cents. 

Nature’s Divine Revelations, &c, By Andrew J. Davis. Price $2.00. 


The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J. Davis. Vol. I., the Physician. Price 


$1.00. Vol. IL, The Teacher. Price $1.00. Vol Hy + i 
Vol. IV. The Reformer. Price $1.00. $ Pia Pee Tbe Geer.” Erica: ge 


The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. By A.J. Davis. 50c. 

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion, By A.J. Davis. Price 15c. 

The Philosophy of Special Providences. By A.J. Davis. Price 15 cents. 
The Approaching Crisis, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 50c. 

An Epic of the Starry Heaven. Thomas L. Harris. Price 75e. 

Lyric of the Morning Land, Thomas L. Harris. Price 5c. 

A Lyric of the Golden Age. Thomas L. Harris. Price $1.50. 

The Wisdom of Angels, By T. L. Harris. Price 75 cents. P 

Hymns of Spiritual Devotion. By T. L. Harris. Price 40 cents: 

The Herald of Light. Monthly. By T. L. Harris. Price 15 cents. 


The Kingdom of Heaven; or The Golden Age By E. W. Loveland Neatly 
bound in cloth. Price 75 cents. : 


Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse, Sy Alfred Cridge. Price 38c- 

Courtney’s Review of Dr. Dodd’s Theory. Price 25 cents. 

New Testament “Miracles” and “ Modern Miracles.” Price 30c. 

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention. Price 75c. 

Spiritualism. By Edmonds and Dexter, in two vols. Price $1.25 each 

An Exposition of Views respecting the principal Facts, Causes and Peculisrities 
involved in Spirit Manifestations. By Adin Ballou. Price in cloth, 75c; paper 


The Religion of Manhood: By J. H. Robinson; with introduction by A.B 
Newton.” Price in cloth, 75¢ ; in paper 50c. 


Spirit Intercourse, By Herman Snow. Price 60 cents 

The Seeress of Prevorst, Price 38c. 

Spirit Works Real but not Miraculous. By A. Putnam. Price 25c. 
The Birth ofthe Universe. By and through R. P. Ambler. Price 50c. 


/ 
ackson Davis. A new work. 


Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion. Price $1.00. A 
Discourses from the Spirit World. Dictated by Stephen Olin, through 
Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. Price 63c. 


Reichenbach’s Dynamics of Magnetism. Price $1.00. 

Pneumatology. By Stilling. Edited by Rev. George Bush. Price 75e. 

Celestial Telegraph. By L. A. Cahagnet. Price $1.00. 

Night Side of Nature, By Catharine Crowe. Price $1.25. 

The Healing of the Nations. Through Charles Linton, Medium, with an In 
troduction and Appendix, by Gov. Tallmadge. Price $1.50. 

Tiffany's Spiritualism Explained; In Twelve Lectures. $1.00. 

Natty, a Spirit; by Allen Putnam. 62 1-2c. 


The Ministry of Angels Realized; A Letter to the Edwanis Congregational 
garchi at By Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Newton, 15 cts.,single; $1.25 a dozen, 
$10 a hundred. q 


Answer to Charges of Belief in Modern Revelations, &c; given before 
the Edwards Congregational Church, Boston. By A. E. Newton. 10 cents. 


Prof. Hare’s Large Work; Experimental Investigations of the Spirit Mani- 
estations, &c. Price $1.75. å 


Scenes in the Spirit World; by Hudson Tittle. Price 50 cents. 
Tiffany’s Monthly. $1.00 per annum. 
A Letter to the Chestnut Street, Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass. By John 


S. Adams. Price 15c. 


A Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth, An interesting narrative of the advance 
ment of a spirit from darkness into light, By J. S. Adams. 25c. 


Review of Rev. Charles Beecher. By John S. Adams. Price 6 cents. 
Book for Skeptics. Price 25 cents. 


Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestations. By Dr. Encek Perë, 
with a Reply by A. Bingham. Price 15c. 


The Philosophy of Creation. 
G. Wood, Medium. Price uSc. 


Astounding Facts from the Spirit World. By J. A. Gridley, South 
ampton, Muss. Price 63 cents. 


Philosophy of the Spirit World. By Rev. Charles Hammond. 63c. 
Messages from thë Superior State, Communicated by John Murray through 


John M. Spear. Price 56c. 
The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine. C. Hammond, Medium. "5e. 
Voices from the Spirit World. Isaac Post, Medium. Price 50c. 
Reply to the Rev. Dr. W. P. Lunt’s Discourse. By Miss E. R. Torrey, 


of Quincy, Mass. Price 15 cents. 


The Lily Wreath of Spiritual Communications: Throngh Mrs. J. 
Adams, and others. 85 cents, $1.50 and $1. , 


The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Received through the 


Mrs. J. S. Adams, and others. Prices as above. 

The Progressive Life of Spirits After Death. Price 15 cents. : 
be 
JUST PUBLISHED. 

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witchcraft and Miracle: A Brief Treatise, showing 
that Mesmerism is a key which will unlock many chambers of Mystery. By ALLES 
PUTNaN, author of “Spirit Works,” and “ Natty a Spirit” Price 25 cents. For sale 
by Bera Marsa, 14 Bromfield street. $ 

A Discourse on Faith, Hope and Love; delivered in New York, Sunday, April 

8, 1857; to which is added A Report of a Philosophical Investigation of the Nature of 
Mediumship. By Mrs. Cora L Y. Hatcu. Price 15 cents. For sale by Bera 
Mansn, 14 Bromfield?street. wt 


THE UNITARY HOME. 

Mrs. S. C. H. Crzens, Matron of the Unitary Home, 28 Elliot street. has the pleas 
ure of announcing that she has now inher family Medical and Healing Media, who 
are relizble “in the successful treatment of all forms of mental and physical disease; 
also media for the various spiritual manifestations. Invalids and all interested in the 
progressive movements of the age, are invited to call and-acquaint themselves with cur 
facilities for rendering assistance to the afflicted. Advice free.’ 

“Sweet home! 


By Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horace 


_ 
mediumship of 


No place like home!” 


WM. E. RICE, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 

OFFICE No. 1 Hudson Place, next to 27 Hudson Street, Boston, Mass. If sickness 
or distance prevent persons! attendance, examination can be made from a lock of hait 
and a statement of the leading symptoms, age and sex. Office hours from 12 A. M. to 
3 P.M. Terms (in advance), when the patient is present, $5; when absent, $5. 


AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED, 

HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 
opened an Asylum for the Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where be 
is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the abore process on 
moderate terms. 

X7 Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable artange. 
ments may be made before their arrival. 

Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. 


Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M. and from 2 to 5 P. M. 
eS 


TO THE AFFLICTED. 
DR. S. CUTTER, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Healing Me- 


12—3m + 


; dium, will attend to the wants of the sick. Otice, 221 Central street, Lowell 


Patients wil be accommodated with board. 


THE SICK ARE HEALED 
WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W. GREENWOOD, Healing Medium, Rooms 
No. 15 Tremont strect, opposite the Museum. Office houras from 9 A. M. to 
5P. M. Other hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 


. A RETIRED PHYSICIAN, 
WHOSE sands of life have nearly run out, discovered while in the East Indies, a 
certain cure for Consumption, Asthma, Bronchitis, Coughs, Colds and Genera 


Mass. 


| Debility. The remedy was discovered by him when his onty child, a daughter, wa 


given up to die. Wishing todo as much good as possible, he will send to such of his 
afflicted fellow-beings as request it, this recipe, with full and explicit directions for 
making it up and successfully using it. He requires each applicant to inclose kim 
one shilling—three cents to be returned as postage on the recipe, and the remainder te 
be applied to the payment of this advertisement. Address, 


DR. H. JAMES, No. 19 Grand street, Jersey City, N. J. 
DR. JOHN SCOTT, 


The successful Spint Physician, has removed from Sr. Loris, to No. 6 Beach street, 
New York. Patients under treatment can be accommodated in the Souse. 

Agents .wanted, to dispose of Scott & Co.’s celebrated and successfal Spirit Medi 
cines. Address, Joun Scott & Co., 6 Beach street, New York. Ste 


| SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRESCRIPTIONS, 


CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic Apothecary, 634 Wash 
ington street, under Pire Street Church, Boston. r 
All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. 


an a 


A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST, 
15 TREMONT.STREET, BOSTON, 


MASS. 


FOUNTAIN HOUSE, Sa 
CORNER of Beach street and Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists’ Head-Quanters in 
Boston. Charge $1 25 per day, or $7 per week, for two or three weeks. 


NO. 


DR. G. A. REDMAN, TEST MEDIUM, 


Has returned tothe city of New York. and taken rooms at No. 5S 
between 6th and’7th Avenues, where he will receive visitors as formerly. 


KC. LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 


Has taken the mansion No. 70 Tremont street, where he will examine and prescribe 
for the afflicted, under the direction of an Indian Spirit of the olden time. 15 


West 12th street, 
ltf 


H. F. GARDNER. 


SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE, 
CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS, BOSTON. 


ADELAIDE R. SAWYER, ARTIST IN CRAYON, 


BOOMS AT A.8. KELLY’S, COTTAGE STREET, CAMBRIDGERUORR, MAS 


